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Women’s  Committee  of  New  York  group 
protests  an  article  telling  straight  women 
they’re  not  at  risk  if  they  have  “ordinary 
sexual  intercourse” 


By  Donna  Minkowitz 

NEW  YORK  —  About  150  loud,  visible 
and  angry  demonstrators  rallied  at  the  of¬ 
fices  of  Cosmopolitan  magazine  and  its 
owners,  the  Hearst  Corporation  on  Jan.  19. 
The  Women’s  Committee  of  the  AIDS 
Coalition  to  Unleash  Power  (ACT  UP)  called 
the  action  to  protest  an  article  in  the  January 
issue  of  Cosmo  claiming  that  straight 
women  have  little  risk  of  getting  AIDS  and 
advising  straight  women  not  to  use  condoms 
or  practice  safe  sex.  Another  target  of  the 
protest  was  the  article’s  racist  assertion  that 
heterosexual  transmission  of  AIDS  in 
Africa  occurs  because  African  men  “take 
their  women  in  a  brutal  way. ..closer  to  rape 
by  our  standards.” 

Author  Robert  E.  Gould  argues  in  the 
Cosmo  piece  that  “there  is  almost  no  danger 
of  contracting  the  [HIV]  virus  [thought  by 
many  to  cause  AIDS]  through  ordinary  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse,”  which  he  defines  as  the 
non-rough  “penile  penetration  of  a  well- 
lubricated  vagina.”  He  claims  only  ter¬ 
rifically  “rough”  penile  penetration  —  oc- 


curing  in  cases  of  “rape  or  violently  macho 
thrusting”  —  can  transmit  the  virus  to 
women.  According  to  Gould,  the  “only” 
women  who  should  consider  using  condoms 
are  those  who  might  have  vaginal  lacera¬ 
tions. 

“Gould’s  statements  clearly  have  no  basis 
in  fact.  It’s  obvious  that  women  have  gotten 
AIDS  solely  from  unprotected  heterosexual 
intercourse,”  said  ACT  UP  member  Neil 
Broome.  ACT  UP  members  cite  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  statistic  that  more  than 
one  quarter  of  all  women  with  AIDS  in  this 
country  are  thought  to  have  contracted  the 
disease  through  heterosexual  sex.  (The  CDC 
does  not  publish  data  about  which 
heterosexual  practices  these  women  engaged 
in.)  Activists  also  pointed  out  that  most 
women  have  vaginal  lacerations  due  to 
childbirth,  interuterine  devices  (IUDs),  tam¬ 
pons,  sex  without  lubrication  and  other 
diseases  of  the  reproductive  system. 

According  to  Mathilde  Krim,  chair  of  the 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


January  issue  of  Cosmopolitan 


Lesbian  activist  and  writer  Angela  Bowen  stirs  the  crowd  during  Boston  protest  of  Gov.  Dukakis’  State  of 
the  State  Address.  See  story  page  3. 

Fighting  AIDS  in  New 
York  prisons 

Prisoners  are  doing  it  for  themselves  despite  administrators’ 
AIDS-phobic  policies 


By  Chris  Bull 

AUBURN,  NY  —  With  AIDS  reaching 
epidemic  proportions  among  men  in  US 
prisons,  prisoner  rights  advocates  are  calling 
for  intensive  educational  efforts  to  halt  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  Prison  authorities 
have  consistently  refused  to  address  the 
issue;  many  deny  that  IV  drug  use, 
homosexual  activity  or  AIDS  even  exists  in 
their  prisons.  But  in  a  New  York  state  cor¬ 
rectional  institution  several  prisoners  have 
instigated  their  own  educational  project 
despite  an  uncooperative  prison  administra¬ 
tion. 

David  Gilbert,  Mujahid  Farid  and  Angel 
Nieves,  prisoners  at  the  Auburn  Correc¬ 
tional  Institute,  organized  the  Prisoner 
Education  Project  on  AIDS  (PEPA)  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  need  for  AIDS  education  in  New 
York  State  prisons,  where  an  estimated  60 


percent  of  the  inmates  have  been  IV  drug 
users.  According  to  the  New  York  Times , 
124  prisoners  in  New  York  State  died  from 
AIDS  in  1986  and  more  than  twice  that 
many  died  in  1987. 

PEPA,  the  only  prisoner-run  AIDS 
education  project  in  the  country,  promotes 
three  basic  goals:  curtailing  high-risk  prac¬ 
tices,  counteracting  the  hysteria  and  divi¬ 
sions  among  prisoners  caused  by  fear  of 
casual  contact,  and  promoting  humane 
treatment  of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs). 
Although  these  goals  are  widely  agreed 
upon  by  health  officials  and  AIDS 
educators  as  the  only  means  of  slowing  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  prison  authorities 
have  consistently  undermined  educational 
efforts  by  prisoners  for  what  officials  term 
Continued  on  page  3 


Mass,  woman  wins 
AIDS-related  suit 


Second  trial  over  misdiagnosis 
results  in  victory  for  Ramos 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  In  a  case  believed 
by  attorneys  to  be  the  first  AIDS-related 
malpractice  suit  in  Massachusetts,  a  woman 
with  AIDS  was  awarded  $750  thousand  in 
damages  for  misdiagnosis  and  poor  treat¬ 
ment  by  a  doctor.  Elizabeth  Ramos,  who 
received  medical  care  in  August  and 
September  of  1985  at  the  Harvard  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Plan,  won  a  favorable  ver¬ 
dict  on  Jan.  19 against  Kenneth  Bernstein,  a 
doctor  at  the  facility.  Her  lawsuit  alleged 
that  Bernstein  failed  to  diagnose  her  symp¬ 
toms  as  pneumocystis  pneumonia,  an  illness 


of  pneumocystis  pneumonia 


common  among  people  with  AIDS. 

Ramos  claimed  that  as  a  consequence  of 
Bernstein’s  mistake,  she  suffered  lung 
damage  and  debilitation.  She  said  she  has 
been  unable  to  work  since  1985,  lost  wages, 
and  also  became  unable  to  care  for  her  two 
children. 

The  decision  in  Ramos’  favor  was  reached 
after  a  nine-day  trial  and  three  days  of  jury 
deliberation  in  Middlesex  Superior  Court. 
An  earlier  trial  involving  Bernstein’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  Ramos  ended  with  a  jury  clearing 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“How  could  they  [prominent  AIDS 
researchers]  be  objective?  Gallo  stands  to 
make  a  lot  of  money  from  patent  rights  on 
the  [HIV]  virus.  His  entire  reputation 
depends  on  this  virus.  If  HIV  is  not  the 
cause  of  AIDS,  there’s  nothing  left  for 
Gallo.  If  it’s  not  a  retrovirus,  Gallo  would 
become  irrelevant.” 

—  Peter  Duesberg,  biologist  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  in  an 
interview  with  Spin  magazine.  Duesberg  has 
published  articles  claiming  HIV  is  not  ‘‘the 
A  IDS  virus,  ’’and  his  theories  have  yet  to  be 
formally  acknowledged  or  refuted  by  the 
mainstream  scientific  community.  □ 

Talk  show  host  loses 
cool 

SEACAUCUS,  N  J  —  Hot  words  between 
a  talk-show  host  and  guest  have  led  to 
assault  charges  against  the  host,  Sean  Mor¬ 
ton  Downey,  Jr.  The  New  York  Times 
reports  that  AIDS  educator  Andrew  Humm 
had  been  asked  to  appear  on  the  show  as  a 
representative  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights. 

According  to  Humm,  Downey  “went  out 
of  control”  during  a  discussion  of  homosex¬ 
uality  and  Catholicism  and  made  “a  vile 
statement  presuming  that  because  I  was  gay 
1  had  AIDS.”  Humm  responded  with  an 
obscenity.  “And  then  Downey  said,  ‘You 
can’t  say  that  on  my  show,’  and  hit  me 
across  the  chin  with  the  back  of  his  hand,” 
reported  Humm. 

A  conviction  for  simple  assault  may  lead 
to  a  maximum  sentence  of  six  months  in  jail 
and  a  $1000  fine. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Dole  calls  for 
“AIDS  i.d.” 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  —  Senator  Robert 
Dole,  a  candidate  for  the  Republican 
presidential  nomination  and  Senate 
Republican  leader,  stated  recently  that  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  should  carry  some  form  of 
identification,  ostensibly  to  alert  health  care 
workers  of  their  condition,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe. 

“1  wouldn’t  object  to  some  identifica¬ 
tion.  We'need  to  protect  those  who  provide 
[health  care]  service...  .  As  long  as  it’s  ap¬ 
propriately  done,”  Dole  said. 

Dole  has  urged  testing  of  immigrants, 
American  servicemen  and  federal  prisoners 
for  HIV  antibody  status,  but  stopped  short 
of  calling  for  mandatory  testing  of  the  rest 
of  the  population.  He  cited  the  fallibility  of 
antibody  tests  and  lack  of  clarity  over  who 
“has  the  right  to  know”  test  results. 

□  Christopher  Wittkc 

State  House  cops* 
brutality  denounced 

BOSTON  —  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  (CLUM)  last  week  condemn¬ 
ed  the  “unconscionable  brutality”  exhibited 
by  legislative  police  officers  against  gay 
rights  demonstrators  at  the  Massachusetts 
State  House  on  Jan.  4.  John  Roberts,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  CLUM,  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  demanding  that  Gov.  Michael  Duka¬ 
kis  and  Senate  President  William  Bulger 
(D-South  Boston)  intercede  by  identifying 
and  disciplining  the  officers  responsible  for 
using  excessive  force. 

Calling  the  officer’s  behavior  a  “public 
outrage,”  Roberts  said  of  Dukakis  and  Bul¬ 
ger,  “We  hold  them,  as  we  should  hold  all 
elected  and  appointed  officials,  to  a  higher 
moral  and  ethical  standard.” 

Roberts  said  CLUM  received  numerous 
phone  calls  from  angry  citizens  who  viewed 
television  news  coverage  of  the  Jan.  4  ac¬ 
tion,  a  planned  civil  disobedience  denounc¬ 
ing  the  failure  of  legislators  to  pass  the  state 
gay  rights  bill.  According  to  Roberts,  the 
callers  vehemently  protested  the  violent  ac¬ 
tions  taken  by  public  employees,  including 
the  well-documented  moment  when  a  pros¬ 
trate  demonstrator’s  abdomen  was  stomped 
on  by  a  court  officer.  “It  was  a  most 
egregious  example  of  unwarranted  and  ex¬ 
cessive  force  taken  by  a  public  official,” 
said  the  CLUM  statement,  "and  an  action 
that  we  cannot  allow  to  go  unchallenged.” 


George  Danielson,  the  Senate’s  Chief 
Court  Officer,  maintains  that  excessive 
force  was  not  used  by  his  staff.  Dukakis  and 
Bulger  have  also  not  acknowledged  any  bru¬ 
tality  exhibited  by  officers.  Demonstrators 
injured  during  the  State  House  protest  con¬ 
tinue  meeting  to  consider  legal  action. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Urning  yearning 

HUNGARY  —  A  document  was  recently 
discovered  indicating  that  a  gay  political  and 
social  organization  existed  as  early  as  1865, 
much  earlier  than  had  previously  been 
believed,  according  to  The  Lavender  Net¬ 
work. 

“Bylaws  for  the  Urning  Union”  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  German  by  Karl  Heinrich  Ulrichs, 
who  called  for  a  union  which  would  “bring 
Urnings  out  of  their  previous  isolation  and 
unite  them  into  a  compact  mass  bound  to¬ 
gether  in  solidarity.”  Urnings  is  the  term  us¬ 
ed  by  Ulrichs  and  his  contemporaries;  the 
word  “homosexual”  had  not  yet  been  coin¬ 
ed. 

While  it  is  not  known  whether  the  union 
was  ever  formed,  in  1867  Ulrichs  became  the 
first  known  gay  activist. 

The  document  was  discovered  by  the  gay 
scholar  Manfred  Herzer  in  the  Hungarian 
National  Library,  among  the  papers  of  Karl 
Kertbeny,  a  correspondent  of  Ulrich’s. 
Kertbeny  had  apparently  attempted  to 
destroy  all  evidence  of  his  homosexuality, 
and  the  document  survived  only  by  chance. 

□  Sharon  Hasse 


Superman  won’t 
“play  gay” 


HOLLYWOOD,  CA  —  A  ten-year-old 
screenplay  for  a  movie  with  a  gay  theme 
continues  to  have  problems  with  casting  for 
its  lead  roles.  The  film  has  been  shuffled 
from  producer  to  producer  and  has  been  re¬ 
written  several  times. 

According  to  The  Weekly  News,  Marshall 
Mason,  the  director  of  The  Front  Runner 
offered  $1  million  to  Christopher  Reeve  to 
play  a  gay  track  coach  who  falls  in  love  with 
his  star  athlete.  The  former  Superman  turn¬ 
ed  down  the  offer,  apparently  because  he 
“played  gay”  once  before  in  the  film  ver¬ 
sion  of  Deathtrap,  and  is  worried  about  his 
image. 

□  Sharon  Hasse 

Massachusetts  AZT 
assistance 

BOSTON  —  People  with  AIDS  or  AIDS- 
related  complex  (ARC)  who  cannot  afford 
the  drug  AZT  (Retrovir)  will  be  eligible  for 
assistance  through  the  Massachusetts  AZT 
Reimbursement  Plan  (ARP). 

Details  of  the  plan  have  been  sent  to 
physicians  and  hospitals  throughout  the 
state.  Massachusetts  has  received  $728,000 
in  federal  funds  to  assist  uninsured  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  not  covered  by  Medicaid 
and  cannot  afford  the  high  cost  of  AZT. 
People  with  AIDS  or  ARC  whose  insurance 
covers  only  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  AZT 
may  also  be  eligible  for  assistance. 

The  Department  of  Public  Health’s  Of¬ 
fice  of  Health  Resources  will  determine 
financial  eligibility  and  distribute  the  funds 
through  a  confidential  process.  In  order  to 
qualify,  applicants  must: 

•  be  referred  by  their  physician, 

•  be  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS  or  ARC, 

•  have  AZT  prescribed  for  them  accor¬ 


ding  to  established  medical  criteria;  and 

•  meet  AZT  Reimbursement  Plan  in¬ 
come  standards  for  full  or  co-payment  for 
AZT. 

Individuals  approved  by  their  physician 
to  receive  AZT  who  wish  to  apply  to  ARP 
should  contact  their  primary  care  provider. 
The  ARP  Coordinator  at  the  DPH  Office  of 
Health  Resources  (617)  727-0368  will  also  be 
able  to  provide  information. 

□  James  Varnum 

Bookstore  bombed 

VANCOUVER,  BC  —  A  gay-oriented 
bookstore  in  Vancouver  was  victimized  by 
apparently  homophobic  violence  when  a 
bomb  was  tossed  through  its  doorway.  The 
Little  Sister  Bookstore  had  been  open  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  but  nobody  was  hurt  and 
the  $2000  damage  is  covered  by  insurance, 
according  to  the  Seattle  Gay  News.  Van¬ 
couver  activists  speculated  that  the  bombing 
was  in  response  to  a  recent  show  of  gay  unity 
and  strength  at  a  demonstration  calling  for 
responsible  AIDS  legislation  in  British  Col¬ 
umbia. 

□  Sharon  Hasse 

Swedish  AIDS  work 

SWEDEN  —  The  Swedish  Red  Cross  and 
the  community-based  AIDS  service  group 
Noah’s  Ark  have  joined  together  in  an  in¬ 
spiring  commitment  to  coordinated  action 
throughout  the  country. 

The  Advocate  reports  that  the  Red  Cross 
has  guaranteed  up  to  13.5  millions  crowns 
over  three  years  to  Noah’s  Ark.  One  of  the 
first  priorities  of  the  coalition  is  to  educate 
all  Red  Cross  personnel  about  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion. 

Swedish  officials  have  reported  more  than 
145  cases  of  AIDS,  and  the  number  of 
people  in  the  country  infected  with  HIV  is 
estimated  to  be  between  5,000  and  10,000. 
Noah’s  Ark  already  has  more  than  500  vol¬ 
unteers  helping  people  with  HIV  infection 
or  AIDS. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

PWA  no  longer  HIV¬ 
positive 

NEW  YORK  —  Dr.  Stephen  Caiazza 
recently  reported  that  one  of  the  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  he  treats  has  tested  negative 
for  an  antigen  to  the  HIV  virus  after  receiv¬ 
ing  intravenous  treatment  with  penicillin. 

HIV  antibodies  were  found  in  frozen  sera 
taken  from  the  man  in  1981,  but  now  he 
tests  negative  for  HIV  according  to  a  report 
in  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News.  Caiazza  uses 
a  new  test  that  screens  for  the  virus  itself 
rather  than  antibodies,  which  might  be 
detected  even  after  the  viral  infection  is 
gone.  He  says  the  tests  will  appear  in  the 
“lay  literature”  soon. 

Caiazza  has  been  treating  PWAs  with  in¬ 
travenous  penicillin  since  1986,  and  claims 
that  “100  percent  of  these  patients  arc 
significantly  improved  by  labaratory 
parameters.”  Penicillin  is  an  antibiotic,  a 
type  of  drug  used  to  fight  bacterial  infection 
which  means  that  theoretically  it  should  not 
be  effective  against  a  virus. 

Caiazza  argues  that  AIDS  is  not  caused  by 
HIV  itself,  but  by  an  interaction  between  the 
virus  and  syphillis.  He  speculates  that  the 
spirochete  which  causes  syphilis  is  the  true 
host  of  HIV,  which  speeds  up  the  course  of 
the  syphilitic  infection.  Claiming  that  the 
CDC-defined  test  for  syphilis  is  very  inac¬ 
curate,  he  estimates  there  are  2  million  un¬ 
diagnosed  cases  of  syphilis  in  the  United 
States,  as  opposed  to  the  CDC’s  estimate  of 
26,000. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Oldest  woman, 
suffragist,  dies 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  A  suffragist 
for  women's  rights  in  1919  died  Jan.  11  at 
age  1 14,  according  to  the  Associated  Press. 
Florence  Knapp,  recognized  by  the  Guiness 
Book  of  Records  as  the  world’s  oldest  per¬ 
son,  lived  for  110  years  in  the  same  stone 
farmhouse  in  Pennsylvania  before  moving 
to  the  Dock  Terrace  nursing  home  four 
years  ago. 

Knapp  graduated  from  college  in  1894 
and  began  a  teaching  career  that  included 
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stints  at  the  Friends  Select  School  and  the 
Baldwin  School  in  Bryn  Mawr.  Knapp,  who 
never  married,  was  known  as  a  vocal  sup¬ 
porter  of  women’s  suffrage  during  her  many 
years  as  a  teacher.  After  retiring  in  1935, 
Knapp  researched  and  wrote  papers  for  the 
Montgomery  County  Historical  Society. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

AIDS-related  deaths 
among  IV-users 
vastly 

underestimated 

NEW  YORK  —  Department  of  Health 
epidemiologist  Rand  Stoneburner  and 
several  colleagues  report  there  are  150  per¬ 
cent  more  AIDS-related  deaths  among  IV 
drug  users  in  this  city  than  previously 
thought. 

Speaking  at  a  recent  American  Public 
Health  Association  meeting  in  New  Orleans, 
Stoneburner  reported  new  data  are  based 
partly  on  a  revised  definition  of  AIDS  as  of 
September  1987.  Pneumonia,  endocarditis, 
tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  previously 
separated  from  an  AIDS  definition  by 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  stan¬ 
dards  are  now  considered  the  “oppor¬ 
tunistic  ^infections”  connected  with  a 
diagnosis  of  AIDS. 

The  New  York  City  Department  of 
Health  reviewed  8,477  narcotic  related 
deaths  from  1978-1986  in  the  survey.  Deaths 
increased  from  492  in  1981  to  1,996  in  1986. 
Those  fitting  the  usual  AIDS  definition 
went  from  9  in  1982  to  904  in  1986. 
However,  pneumonia-related  deaths  rose 
from  32  to  283,  endocarditis-related  deaths 
jumped  from  29  to  122;  and  tuberculosis- 
related  deaths  rose  from  3  to  32  during  that 
period.  In  addition,  a  high  percentage  of 
these  IV  drug  users  died  with  oral  thrush  and 
lymphadenopathy  —  also  now  considered 
AIDS-related  by  the  CDC. 

In  fact,  according  to  The  Drug  Abuse' 
Report,  (a  newsletter  for  professionals  who 
treat  addiction),  it’s  “safe  to  conclude”  that 
the  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths  among 
New  York  City  IV  drug  users  for  the 
1981-1986  period  comprised  53  percent  of 
all  AIDS  deaths,  rather  than  the  31  percent 
previously  reported. 

□  Marea  Murray 

No  compassion  in 
this  house  of  god 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  —  People  with 
AIDS  were  asked  not  to  attend  services  at  a 
church  here.  The  North  Christian  Church 
elders, claimed  they  were  concerned  about 
the  possibility  of  infecting  their  congrega¬ 
tions,  “.no  matter  how  minute  that  possibili¬ 
ty  might  be,”  according  to  Philadelphia 
Gay  News.  The  request  for  “voluntary” 
restraint  comes  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
Texas  Conference  of  Churches,  which  had 
recently  met  in  the  same  city,  urged  compas¬ 
sion  for  people  with  AIDS,  saying  “...the 
church  and  its  members  must  not  contribute 
to  the  additional  pain  of  persons  afflicted 
with  a  disease  that  already  causes  much  suf¬ 
fering.” 

□  Sharon  Hasse 

South  Asian  gay 
group  forms 

TORONTO  —  A  South  Asian  Gay 
Association  (SAGA)  has  been  formed  with 
members  from  the  Indian  subcontinent, 
Africa,  the  West  Indies,  and  England.  The 
group  aims  to  bring  South  Asians  together 
in  an  atmosphere  of  support  for  both  their 
cultural  heritage  and  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  SAGA  sponsors  discussions,  social 
gatherings,  and  outings  to  events  in  the  gay 
and  South  Asian  communities. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 
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Banquet  honors  legacy  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 


The  Third  Annual  Rainbow  Leadership  Banquet  in  honor  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  was  held  in  Boston 
on  Jan.  17.  This  event  of  celebration  and  reflection  included  award  presentations  for  community 
leaders  concerned  with  social  and  racial  justice,  and  world  peace.  The  event  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
Rainbow  Multiversity,  the  educational  branch  of  the  progressive  political  Rainbow  organization,  and  the 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Program  of  the  Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 

Lesbian  and  gay  concerns  figure  prominently  in  the  work  of  the  Rainbow,  as  reflected  by  several  banquet 
awards,  including  honors  to  the  Boston  Committee  of  the  National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay,  Rights.  Also  receiving  recognition  on  behalf  of  the  Multicultural  Concerns  Committee  (MCC)  of 
Boston's  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  was  MCC  co-chair  Paula  Johnson. 

Johnson  is  pictured  third  from  right  with  other  MCC  members  in  the  photo  above.  Presenting  the  award 
are,  from  left,  Mel  King,  a  Rainbow  founder  and  a  1983  mayoral  candidate;  May  Louie,  chairperson  of  Rain¬ 
bow  Multiversity;  and  former  New  Mexico  Governor  Toney  Anaya,  who  now  serves  on  the  board  of  the 
National  Rainbow  Coalition.  Anaya,  who  gave  the  banquet  keynote  speech,  also  serves  as  National  Vice- 
Chair  of  the  Jesse  Jackson  for  President  '88  Committee.  □  Elizabeth  Pincus 


Confronting  the  Duke 

“The  State  of  the  State  is  not  so  great  ”  claim  Massachusetts 


Prisoners 

Continued  from  page  I 

“security”  concerns.  Since  virtually  every 
major  study  undertaken  on  AIDS  education 
reports  that  peer  education  and  counseling 
are  the  most  easy  way  to  reduce  risk  and 
calm  AIDS  hysteria,  the  prison  system  in 
this  country  has  instituted  a  “death 
sentence”  for  thousands  of  prisoners  by 
failing  to  address  these  needs,  claims  Bever¬ 
ly  Abplanalp  of  Prisoners’  Legal  Services 
(PLS)  in  New  York. 

Several  specific  goals  of  PEPA  address 
the  “real  life  and  death  needs”  of  prisoners 
from  many  different  backgrounds.  They  in¬ 
clude: 

•  have  prisoners  trained  as  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  counselors 

•  set  up  discussion  groups  using  prisoner 
clubs  and  other  inside  groupings 

•  develop  an  educational  presentation  to 
orient  new  prisoners 

•  sponsor  special  programs  such  as 
movies,  skits  and  speakers 

•  write  update  articles  in  the  prison  rag 

•  work  with  pre-release  prisoners  to  en¬ 
courage  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  safety 

•  coordinate  AIDS  education  with  cur¬ 
rent  substance  abuse  programs. 

The  Auburn  administration  rejected 
every  goal  except  the  first.  Prisoner  rights 
advocates  said  the  program  was  so  well 
designed  and  politically  progressive  that  the 
administrators  were  threatened  by  it. 

The  “beginning  of  a  rising  curve” 

The  extent  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  in 
prisons  has  been  only  recently  noticed  by  the 
media  and  public.  “We  are  just  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  rising  curve  of  death  in  the 

Although  the  death  penalty 
no  longer  exists  in  New 
York,  the  state  prison  system 
has  become  a  virtual  “death 
row ” 

prisons,”  Gilbert  told  the  Ithaca  Times. 
Estimates  of  the  number  of  New  York  state 
prisoners  who  are  HIV-positive  range  from 
40  to  80  percent.  Although  the  death  penalty 
no  longer  exists  in  New  York,  the  state 
prison  system  has  become  a  virtual  “death 
row,”  said  Abplanalp. 

Although  IV  drug  use  is  thought  to  be  the 
primary  mode  of  transmission  of  AIDS  in 
prisons,  gay  prisoners  are  the  most  frequent 
targets  of  stigmatization  by  guards,  prison 
administrators  and  fellow-  prisoners. 
Violence  against  gay  male  prisoners  is  on  the 
upswing,  according  to  prisoner  rights  ad¬ 


vocates.  So  far,  the  only  response  by 
authorities  to  AIDS  in  prisons  has  been  to 
mandate  HIV  testing,  isolate  PWAs  and 
people  who  test  HIV  positive  and  keep  in¬ 
mates  in  the  dark  about  the  disease,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Abplanalp.  There  have  been  only 
token  educational  efforts,  including  an 
administration -approved,  prisoner- 
produced  film  titled,  “AIDS:  A  Bad  Way  to 
Die.”  Prison  authorities,  however,  do  not 
allow  group  discussions  —  where  valuable 
information  could  be  exchanged  among 
prisoners  — -  after  showing  the  film. 

Diagnosis  and  treatment  of  PWAs  in  New 
York  prisons  is  almost  non-existent,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Neil  Golder,  also  of  PLS.  Because 
prison  administrators  often  are  unwilling  to 
increase  prisoner  medical  budgets,  prisoners 
are  often  left  to  fend  for  themselves,  he  said . 
Prisoners  also  feel  pressure  to  hide  their 
symptoms  because  they  face  stigmatization 
in  the  general  population  or  isolation  by  the 
prison  administration,  added  Golder. 
“Prisons  want  to  keep  AIDS  hush-hush. 
They  control  AIDS  through  fear  and  ig¬ 
norance.” 

Many  prisons  respond  to  AIDS  by 
isolating  prisoners,  rather  than  treating 
them,  according  to  Billy  Jones,  an  AIDS 
educator  for  the  Whitman-Walker  Clinic  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Neither  proper  nutrition 
nor  access  to  common  AIDS  treatment 
drugs  such  as  a  AZT  is  available  to 
prisoners,  he  said.  “There  is  no  holistic  ap¬ 
proach  to  health.  AIDS  adds  to  a  burden 
[being  in  prison]  that  is  already  hard 
enough.  Correctional  officers  treat  PWAs 
poorly,  and  prisoners  are  placed  under 
higher  levels  of  stress,  which  does  not  help 
their,  condition,”  said  Jones. 

Prisoner  to  prisoner  education 

The  PEPA  organizers  hoped  to  provide 
“desperately  needed”  AIDS  education 
through  the  program.  Gilbert  wrote  in  a 
PEPA  proposal,  “peer  group  counseling  is 
the  most  effective  way  to  change  high-risk 
practices.  In  our  situation,  peer  group 
counseling  means  prisoner-to-prisoner 
education.  Further,  prisoners  are  generally 
highly  distrustful  of  state  authority.  In  this 
particular  situation,  the  very  activities  that 
must  be  discussed  —  drugs  and  sex  —  are  il¬ 
legal  and  punishable  under  New  York  State 
Department  of  Correction  (DOC)  rules.  It  is 
highly  unlikely  that  a  top-down  program  by 
DOC,  even  if  done  in  good  faith,  can  by 
itself  be  successful.” 

Jones  agreed  with  Gilbert’s  approach. 
“As  an  ex-offender  myself,  I  can  identify 
easily  with  inmates.  They  can’t  bullshit  me 
about  activities  that  put  them  at  risk.  We 
Continued  on  page  12 


les/gay  observers 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Another  horde  of  angry 
queers  stormed  the  Massachusetts  State 
House  on  Jan.  19  to  protest  antidesbian/gay 
bigotry.  This  time  they  targeted  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  for  criticism;  the  fiery 
demonstration  on  Jan.  4  denounced  the 
state’s  failure  to  pass  a  gay  rights  bill  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  25).  But  many  of  the 
issues  were  connected  —  protesters  at  both 
actions  sharply  denounced  lawmakers  for 
neglecting  lesbian/gay  concerns  and 
perpetuating  homophobic  attitudes. 

The  protest,  organized  by  MASS  ACT 
OUT,  coincided  with  Dukakis’  annual  State 
of  the  State  Address  inside  House 
chambers.  Several  hundred  picketers 
gathered  to  march  through  arches  behind 
the  State  House  and  distribute  literature  to 
those  attending  Dukakis’  address.  Charging 
that  his  claimed  “Massachusetts  miracle” 
was  rife  with  prejudicial  treatment  towards 
lesbians,  gay  men,  people  with  AIDS  and 
other  oppressed  groups,  the  protesters  con¬ 
vened  to  describe  what  “the  State  of  the 
State  is  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.”  The  pro¬ 
nouncement  was  bleak. 

A  leaflet  produced  by  MASS  ACT  OUT, 
a  new  grassroots  lesbian  and  gay  organiza- 

“He  [Dukakis]  had  the  gall 
to  campaign  in  San  Francisco 
telling  a  gay  audience  that  he 
supports  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.  ” 

tion  in  Boston,  reads,  “At  every  turn, 
Michael  Dukakis  has  done  everything  he  can 
to  antagonize  and  anger  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  community.  His  record  on  issues  of 
concern  to  us  is  dismal.  We  believe  that  this 
is  the  result  of  his  determined  ignorance. 
Whenever  he  is  given  the  opportunity, 
Dukakis  derides  our  community  and,  by  his 
actions,  tells  people  that  he  thinks  Lesbian 
and  Gay  people  possess  a  dangerous  sexuali¬ 
ty.” 

MASS  ACT  OUT  and  many  of  the 
assembled  protesters  expressed  particular 
dismay  at  Dukakis’  posture  as  a  liberal  can¬ 
didate  in  the  U.S.  presidential  campaign. 
Slamming  Dukakis  for  hypocrisy,  Boston 
City  Councillor  David  Scondras  told  the 
cheering  crowd,  “There  aren’t  enough  of  us 
to  elect  a  president,  but  there  are  enough  of 
us  to  make  sure  that  [Dukakis]  doesn’t 
become  president.” 

“Michael  Dukakis  is  a  symbol  of  homophobia” 

According  to  Mike  Friedman,  a  spokesper¬ 
son  from  MASS  ACT  OUT,  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  was  planned  to  spotlight  attention  on 
Dukakis  at  an  event  well-attended  by  “big 
shots”  and  the  media.  He  said  he  hoped  a 
loud  crowd  of  protesters  would  make  an  im¬ 
pact  on  the  public  and  continue  the  momen¬ 
tum  generated  at  the  Jan.  4  action.  “We 
started  organizing  a  protest,”  Friedman  ex¬ 
plained,  “after  Dukakis  said  he  opposed  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  brochure 
for  gay  men  because  it  was  ‘far  too  explicit.’ 
We  wanted  to  focus  on  that  along  with  the 
many  various  and  sundry  ways  he  keeps  at¬ 
tacking  our  community.” 
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Organizers  and  speakers  at  the 
demonstration  outlined  numerous  examples 
of  Dukakis'  disregard  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Many  blame  him  in  part  for 
the  failure  of  the  gay  rights  bill  for  the  fif¬ 
teenth  year,  claiming  he  neglected  to  use  the 
full  weight  of  his  office  on  behalf  of  the 
measure.  According  to  MASS  ACT  OUT 
representatives,  after  the  governor  allowed 
parliamentary  maneuvering  to  block  ma¬ 
jority  support  of  the  Senate  and  House,  “he 
had  the  gall  to  campaign  in  San  Francisco 
telling  a  gay  audience  that  he  supports  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights.” 

Dukakis’  condemnation  of  the  AAC  safer 
sex  brochure,  which  arose  during  debates 
over  the  gay  rights  bill,  also  drew  the  ire  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Charging 
that  health  officials  found  the  governor’s 
early  proposals  for  AIDS  funding  complete¬ 
ly  inadequate,  critics  said  that  Dukakis’ 
position  on  AIDS  issues  continues  to  be  ap¬ 
palling.  As  one  example,  they  pointed  to  his 
administration’s  insurance  regulations  that 
require  HIV-testing  of  most  applicants  for 
life  and  health  insurance  policies.  Also, 
Dukakis  has  again  spoken  out  against  clean- 
needle  programs  as  a  means  of  slowing  the 
spread  of  AIDS  among  IV  drug  users.  An 
outraged  Kathy  Hoffman  from  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  (GLDC)  ad¬ 
dressed  the  assembled  protesters  on  this 
topic. 

“Dukakis  undercuts  our  humanity,” 
Hoffman  shouted.  “He  said  he  personally 
didn’t  care  if  an  IV  needle-exchange  pro¬ 
gram  would  reduce  the  incidence  of  AIDS 
—  he  would  still  oppose  it.” 

The  other  major  castigation  of  Dukakis  at 
the  rally  was  aimed  at  his  infamous  foster 
care  policy,  which  virtually  prohibits  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  from  becoming  foster 
parents.  A  MASS  ACT  OUT  leaflet  cites  the 
1985  incident  when  Dukakis,  following  the 
printing  of  an  inflammatory  Boston  Herald 
story  about  two  gay  male  foster  parents,  in¬ 
stituted  a  “draconian”  policy  that  reinforc¬ 
ed  the  stereotype  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
child  molesters. 

Hoffman  criticized  Dukakis  for  im¬ 
plementing  policies  that  favor  “traditional 
families”  when  it  is  estimated  that  only  17 

“There  aren’t  enough  of  us 
to  elect  a  president,  but  there 
are  enough  of  us  to  make 
sure  that  [Dukakis]  doesn ’t 
become  president.  ” 

percent  of  children  in  Massachusetts  are 
raised  in  settings  with  a  husband  working 
outside  the  home  and  a  wife  staying  with  the 
kids.  “The  best  way  to  raise  children,” 
Hoffman  said,  “is  with  love,  respect  and  in¬ 
dependence,  regardless  of  who  the  parents 
are.  Dukakis  is  coming  out  of  the  most 
solid,  Puritan  tradition  that  Massachusetts 
has  to  offer.  We  must  protest  in  the  most 
militant,  assertive  way  we  know...  When  it 
comes  to  spunk  and  style,  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  has  it  hands  down!” 

Other  criticisms  of  Dukakis  include  his 
Continued  on  page  7 


Picketers  at  the  Jan.  19  anti-Duke  demo  outside  the  Mass.  State  House 
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GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Attention  war  tax  resisters 

Dear  GCN: 

A  number  of  individuals  have  made 
deposits  of  refused  war  taxes  into  the  New 
England  War  Tax  Resistance  Alternative 
Fund,  and  then  moved  without  providing  us 
with  a  forwarding  address.  If  you  recall 
depositing  money  in  the  NE/WTR  Alter¬ 
native  (or  Savings)  funds,  and  have  not 
received  Life  &  Taxes  or  any  other  com¬ 
munication  from  us  within  the  last  three 
years,  please  drop  us  a  postcard  with  your 
current  address.  We  will  then  check  your  ac¬ 
count,  and  get  back  to  you  asking  if  you 
would  like  to  withdraw  your  deposit,  leave  it 
unchanged,  or  contribute  it  to  the  work  of 
NE/WTR.  Send  your  note  to:  NE/WTR 
CAT.  3,  Box  174,  MIT  Branch  PO,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139.  Or  you  can  call  (617) 
731-6139.  Thanks! 

Ed  Agro  for  the 
New  England  War  Tax  Resistance 
^  Cambridge,  MA 

AIDS:  inside  and  out 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  contribute  my  thoughts  on 
the  Prisoner  Project,  in  response  to  the 
anonymous  writer  in  the  Jan.  10-16  issue. 

On  prefacing  the  column  with  a 
disclaimer-type  warning  about  “blackmail” 
or  “murder”;  once,  a  person  1  met  in  a  gay 
bar  tried  to  blackmail  me.  Would  the 
anonymous  writer  suggest  that  the  bar  post 
similar  disclaimers  at  its  entrance  and  in  its 
ads?  If  not,  why  discriminate  against 
prisoners,  for  whom  such  crimes  are  nearly 
impossible  to  commit,  locked  away  from  us 
as  they  are? 

On  re-channeling  Prisoner  Project  funds 
to  AIDS  projects:  as  a  person  with  AIDS,  I 
have  been  aware  that  an  improvement  in 
media  coverage  is  vitally  important  (signs  of 
which  have  been  happily  evident  in  recent 
issues).  However,  prisoners  get  AIDS  too, 
and  are  denied  the  support  systems  we  on 
the  outside  take  for  granted.  What  happens 
behind  those  walls  may  be  seen  as  a 
microcosm  of  the  problems  of  society  as  a 
whole,  only  more  intense.  I  speak  as  one 
who  has  corresponded  for  over  a  year  with 
prisoners,  and  has  never  been  shaken  down 
for  money,  threatened,  or  conned.  Rather,  I 
have  made  some  good  friends,  who  have 
been  there  for  me  as  I  have  tried  to  be  for 
them. 

Upon  my  AIDS  diagnosis  last  July,  my 
first  get-well  card  was  from  prisoners  in 
Alabama  at  West  Jefferson,  who  I  never 
would  have  known  had  it  not  been  for  GCN. 

You  must  be  doing  something  right, 
GCN. 

Sincerely, 

_  Richard  Tremblay 

Boston,  MA 

Can  lesbians  transmit  HIV 
sexually? 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  respond  to  Marea  Murray’s  ar¬ 
ticle  on  dental  dams  (Vol.  15,  No.  24).  I 
specifically  refer  to  page  six  and  the  second 
full  paragraph,  with  the  statement,  “The 
frequency  of  HIV  transmission  between  les¬ 
bians  through  IV  drug  use  should  not  be 
overshadowed  by  concern  that  the  main 
mode  of  transmission  between  lesbians  is 
sexual.” 

The  sentence  above  is  loaded,  and  war¬ 
rants  clarity.  The  first  point  to  report  is  that 
“it’s  not  who  you  are  but  what  you  do  that 
determines  whether  or  not  you’ll  run  the  risk 
of  being  exposed  to  and/or  contracting 
HIV.”  In  other  words,  and  we  must  repeat 
this  loud  and  clear,  lesbians  have  not  been 
granted  some  kind  of  select  immunity.  Les¬ 
bians  get  AIDS  too. 

Some  of  you  might  groan  that  that’s  no 
news  to  you.  Some  might  shrug  and  say  it’s 
only  the  ones  who  share  contaminated 


works.  Or  is  it  only  speculation  that  if  AIDS 
is  now  the  number  one  killer  of  women  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  24  and  29  in  New  York 
City,  then  you  have  to  figure  some  of  those 
women  must  be  gay?  I  would  like  to  know 
what  exactly  Marea  and  others  know,  and 
what  are  their  sources?  The  problem  is  that 
no  one  knows  enough,  and  women  just 
aren’t  priority,  yet,  in  the  study  of  this 
disease.  The  medical  establishment  will  not 
investigate  until  there  is  demand. 

The  sentence  I’ve  chosen  to  focus  on  is 
confusing,  and  I  fear  might  be  misleading 
for  those  who  do  not  know  enough  about 
AIDS.  While  I  am  no  expert,  I  have  done  a 
good  deal  of  studying  about  AIDS/ARC 
epidemiology,  etiology,  semiology/symp¬ 
tomatology  (the  too  little  that  is  known, 
especially  for  women,  never  mind  lesbians 
as  a  group)  and  also  the  issues  around 
AIDS,  with  particular  regard  to  health  care 
policies.  This  sentence  struck  me  as  one  that 
needs  tending;  there’s  more  to  be  had  here. 

Now,  the  question  of  the  hour  is,  can  a 
lesbian  transmit  HIV  sexually?  And,  are 
those  dams  at  all  effective  in  preventing  the 
transmission  of  HIV?  My  speculation  at  this 
point  is,  respectively,  yes,  and  no.  There  has 
already  been  a  case  documented  of  HIV  in¬ 
fection  through  female  to  female  sexual 
transmission,  i.e.  the  infected  partner  had 
never  done  intravenous  drugs,  nor  had  she 
had  a  heterosexual  encounter.  The  medical 
establishment  considered  the  case  a  unique 
and  rare  one;  they  attributed  the  facility  of 
HIV  transmission  to  the  couple’s  sadomaso¬ 
chistic  practices.  In  other  words,  it  was  the 
exchange  of  blood,  not  vaginal  fluids,  which 
allowed  for  the  transmission.  Is  this  true? 
Who  out  there  is  going  to  care  to  find  out? 
Female  sexuality  has  mostly  been  expolited, 
rarely  explored.  Have  you  heard  anyone 
mention  or  ask  or  express  evident  curiosity 
in  the  phenomena  of  “female  ejaculatory 
fluid,”  and  is  there  anyone  out  there  lending 
samples  for  examination?  What  about  our 

I  don ’t  want  to  be  an 
alarmist,  but  I  also  don ’t 
want  to  be  complacent.  No 
one  out  there,  that  I  can  see 
or  hear,  is  crusading  for 
lesbian  health. 

bodily  fluids?  Is  it  just  our  blood  to  fear? 

And  if  our  bodily  fluids  (“our”  here  be¬ 
ing  the  female  of  the  species)  can  carry  the 
virus,  how  the  hell  are  we  gonna  stop  them 
from  flowing?  You  who  have  attempted  sex 
with  those  damned  36  square  inches  of  latex 
know  what  a  travesty  of  safe  sex  that  is! 
Should  we  all  design  latex  jump  suits  with 
zippered  access  to  skin  and  a  giant  heart  on 
the  outside,  inscribed  like  some  safe  sex 
Raggedy  Ann/Andy:  “Keep  your  bodily 
fluids  to  yourself”?! 

I  don’t  want  to  be  an  alarmist,  but  I  also 
don’t  want  to  be  complacent.  No  one  out 
there,  that  I  can  see  or  hear,  is  crusading  for 
lesbian  health.  No  one’s  documenting  the 
prognosis  of  lesbians  who  are  at  particular 
risk  for  HIV  infection,  i.e.  they  are/were  IV 
drug  users  or  indulge(d)  in  unprotected 
heterosexual  encounters  with  “a  carrier.” 
What  about  these  lesbians  and  their  female 
sex  partners;  is  any  one  paying  attention  to 
them?  How  many  women  have,already  died 
of  AIDS/ARC  invisible  as  lesbians? 

There  could  be  a  host  of  infections  which 
now  plague  sexually  active  lesbians  who’ve 
been  exposed  to  the  virus,  but  no  one  knows 
about  it,  be'cause  women  are  “incidental” 
to  research. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
encourage  Dale  Orlando  and  the  ever  ama¬ 
zing  crew  at  the  invaluable  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  to  begin  a  special  in¬ 
vestigation  into  HIV  positive  lesbians  and 
their  partners,  because  the  information 
would  in  fact  contribute  to  AIDS  research. 

Anyone  who  is  sexually  active  must  play 
safe  or  not  at  all!  This  includes  lesbians, 
because  it’s  true,  and  we  must  remember: 
“It’s  not  who  you  are,  but  what  you  do!”  In 
the  meantime,  we  must  do  all  we  can  to  find 
out  more.  Women,  wombmoons,  whatever 
it  is  we  call  ourselves,  we  cannot  afford  to  be 
dismissed  now  as  incidental.  Take  a  good 
look.  According  to  some  studies,  women 
who  contract  AIDS  tend  to  die  sooner  than 
men.  What’s  going  on?  WHY?! 

Ever  in  regards, 
Pamela  Sears 
Boston,  MA 

Coordinating  Editor’s  note:  For  some 
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IN  GCN 


And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN's  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you.  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive 
And  kicking. 

Here's  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  $  10/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  scat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  fnends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 

I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $120  □  $200  □  $300  □  $400  D$S00  CW000  □  Other 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 


Mail  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  021 16 


ONLY  ONE  WEEK 
LEFT  TO  GIVE 
*EN  WHAT 
THEY  WANT  — 
CHEAP! 


SEE  THE  LOW, 
LOW  GIFT 
SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES  ON  THE 
BACK  PAGE! 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


published  information  on  lesbians  and 
AIDS  see  GCN  centerspread  Vol.  15,  No.  5 
and  GCN  letters  pages  Vol.  15,  No.  16.  Ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  topic  have  also  recently  ap¬ 
peared  in  Bad  Attitude  (P.O.  Box  HO,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139 )  and  Sojourner  (143 
Albany  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139). 


Boo-ing  Issacson  is  counter¬ 
productive 

Dear  GCN: 

Again,  we,  the  social  commentary  team 
of  Jade  and  Pat,  feel  compelled  to  address 
the  counter  productive  activities  of  a  small 
group  of  people  who  reportedly  hissed  and 
booed  at  Arline  Isaacson  during  the  demon¬ 
stration  at  the  State  House  Tuesday,  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1988. 

We  have  heard  the  argument  that  she 
represents  a  group  of  individuals  who  have 
tried  unsuccessfully  to  get  the  Gay  Rights 
Bill  passed  for  fourteen  years,  and  thus  owes 
the  gay  community  an  apology  for' having 
failed,  or  not  changed  her  tactics. 

We  contend  however,  that  Ms.  Isaacson 
represents  the  fact  that  gays  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  are  here  to  stay,  stable  and  level¬ 
headed,  determined,  persistent,  dedicated 
to  the  cause,  and  able  to  work  from  within 
mainstream  society,  not  just  outside  the 
system.  Divisions  from  within  our  own 
ranks  can  only  serve  to  hurt  our  cause,  not 
help  it.  And  finally,  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  “booers  and  hissers”  to  rally  behind  Ms. 
Isaacson  and  her  predecessors  over  the  past 
fourteen  some  odd  years  would  have  proved 
more  helpful  and  perhaps  have  passed  the 
bill  by  now. 

Most  sincerely, 
Patrick  M  Blais 
Jade  Mortimer 
Dorchester,  MA 

Acknowledge  Arline  Isaacson 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  angry  and  disappointed  that  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  chose  to  promote 
bigotry  over  civil  rights  and  democratic 
values  when  it  allowed  the  narrow-minded 
views  of  three  senators  on  the  Committee 
for  Third  Reading,  along  with  the  Senate 
President,  to  dictate  against  the  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  Senators.  The  Gay  Rights 
Bill  died  an  unnecessary  and  particularly 
agonizing  death  when  it  was  held  hostage 
past  the  end  of  the  legislative  year.  We  ap¬ 
plaud  the  acts  of  courage  and  defiance  by 
women  and  men  in  our  community  who 
demonstrated  our  collective  anger  by  pro¬ 
testing  inside  the  State  House  and  risking 
what  turned  out  to  be  violent  arrests  by 
State  House  police. 

We  also  feel  strongly  that  it  is  important 
to  acknowledge  and  show  our  gratitude  to 
someone  in  our  community  who  has  worked 
tirelessly  day  after  day  lobbying  for  the 
legislation,  meeting  with  senators,  changing 
votes  and  minds,  and  getting  the  bill  closer 
to  its  passage  than  it  has  ever  been  since  its 
initial  introduction  15  years  ago.  That  per¬ 
son  is  Arline  Isaacson. 

We  were  appalled  to  hear  that  some  peo- 

We  do  not  feel  that  those  of 
us  who  work  for  passage  of 
gay  rights  legislation  are 
doing  anything  less  or  more 
valuable  than  people  who  try 
to  promote  change  in 
alternative  ways. 

pie  booed  Arline  as  she  was  introduced  to 
speak  at  the  January  4  rally  at  the  State 
House.  Arline  Isaacson  has  worked  for 
years  and  years,  for  either  little  or  no  pay,  in 
order  to  see  this  bill  pass.  Beginning  as  a 
volunteer  with  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  she  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  best  lobbyists  on  Beacon 
Hill.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  she  is  a  part  of 
our  community  and  that  she  has  worked  for 
our  interests. 

Lobbying  is  a  thankless  task.  Arline  has 
had  to  deal  with  every  kind  of  bigot  im¬ 
aginable.  She  has  had  legislators  shut  their 
doors  in  her  face,  and  has  had  to  deal  with 
male  legislators  telling  her  they  could  “con¬ 
vert”  her  after  one  date  with  them.  She  has 
withstood  all  kinds  of  homophobic  insults 
and  all  kinds  of  disappointments  and  has 


continued,  along  with  other  MGLPC  lob¬ 
byists,  to  take  the  bill  further  and  further 
each  year  toward  passage. 

We  are  sure  that  Arline  is  as  angry  and  as 
disappointed  as  we  are  and  as  those  who 
protested  and  who  got  arrested.  It  probably 
takes  a  lot  for  her  to  begin  all  over  again,  as 
she  has  already  done,  getting  the  bill  re-filed 
on  the  first  day  of  the  new  legislative  ses¬ 
sion. 

We  feel  that  while  legislation  is  but  only 
one  step  toward  lesbian  and  gay  liberation, 
passage  of  the  bill  is  a  very  important  goal 
since  it  will  not  only  provide  those  of  us  who 
lose  our  jobs  and  homes  with  a  form  of  legal 
redress,  it  will  also  be  a  beginning  step 
toward  attitudinal  changes  that  must  take 
place  if  our  oppression  is  to  be  viewed  as 
part  of  the  larger  civil  rights  agenda  of  all 
people.  We  do  not  feel  that  those  of  us,  like 
Arline  Isaacson,  who  work  for  passage  of 
gay  rights  legislation,  are  doing  anything 
less  or  more  valuable  than  people  who  try  to 
promote  change  in  alternative  ways. 

We  have  found  Arline  to  be  particularly 
respectful  of  and  open  to  the  idea  that  dif¬ 
ferent  groups  of  people  in  our  community 
work  for  social  change  using  a  variety  of  tac- 
tis,  including  confrontational  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  civil  disobedience.  We  do  not 
believe  that  Arline  sees  her  methods  as  the 
best  or  the  only  ones  in  all  circumstances. 
While  she  may  have  felt  uneasy  about  the 
timing  of  a  particular  demonstration,  she 
has  not  to  our  knowledge  exhibited  a  public 
or  private  disdain  for  confrontational  tac¬ 
tics.  This  was  particularly  true  when 
demonstrations  were  taking  place  against 
the  governor  on  the  foster  care  issue.  Arline 
has  been  firmly  opposed  to  the  policy  and 
has  acted  consistent  with  that  view,  resisting 
any  efforts  to  compromise  on  that  issue  for 
the  sake  of  the  Gay  Rights  Bill  or  any  other 
legislation. 

We  hope  people  will  begin  to  reward  those 
in  our  community  who  work  tirelessly  in  our 
interests,  year  after  year,  and  not  be  so  quick 
to  trash  and  denigrate  them.  Let’s  save  our 
boos  for  Arthur  Lewis  and  Billy  Bulger. 

Signed, 
Cindy  Rizzo 
Kevin  Cathcart 
Nancy  Grantham 
Tim  McFeely 
Jan  Platner 
Gordon  Gottlieb 
Barbara  Dickey 
Michael  Bronski 

Boston,  MA 

Something  rotten  in  Montana 

Dear  GCN: 

Hello,  I  received  your  ‘form’  letter  to 
prisoner  readers  and  Yes!  I  am  receiving  the 
GCN  and  1  do  appreciate  its  every  arrival.  In 
partial  response  to  your  questions  I  would 
say  this: 

1)  Youth  in  a  relationship?  Youth  tends  to 
afford  (false  as  it  may  be)  a  sense  of  renewed 
longevity  and  as  such  it  is  pursued. 

2)  This  prison  affords  nothing  to  Black 
prisoners  and  in  a  population  of  500  whites, 
500  Indians  and  4  Blacks,  survival  requires 
walking  very  softly! 

3)  I’m  a  ‘friend’  and  a  damn  good  ‘writ 
writer’  (jailhouse  lawyer]  and  plan,  should 
“justice”  ever  ring,  to  afford  the  oppressed 
my  acquired  wisdom  and  insight  when  I’m 
out. 

4)  I  do  music  &  poetry  and  will  forward 
some  in  the  future  should  you  be  interested. 

My  case,  conviction  and  subsequent  ap¬ 
peals  are  as  follows:  Black  male  serving  90 
years  (which  is  3  times  the  state  sentence  for 
murder)  for  raping  a  15  yr  old  white  female. 
But  here’s  the  railroad:  forensic  medical 
evidence  found  the  semen  NOT  to  be  mine 
and  moreover  there  was  no  physical 
evidence  linking  me  with  this  girl,  and  even 
over  my  alibi-witnesses  the  ALL-WHITE 
jury  of  7  women  and  5  men  found  me  guilty. 
Rape  in  Montana  for  whites  is  8-15  years. 

Help  if  possible. 

Robert  Norris 
700  Conley  Lake  Rd. 
LJ  Deer  Lodge,  MT  59722 


March  surplus  story 
unnecessarily  confrontational 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  read  the  article  on  the  front  page  of 
your  Dec.  27-Jan.  4  issue  on  the  funds  left 
over  from  the  National  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  It  was 
startling  to  read  the  unnecessary  confron¬ 
tational  tone  in  what  I  had  assumed  was  a 


news  article  and  not  an  op-ed  piece. 

Issues  around  money  in  this  society  are 
always  complex  and  often  emotionally 
charged.  Starting  the  article  with  a  headline 
proclaiming  that  large  amounts  of  money 
are  “up  for  grabs”  sets  a  tone  which  en¬ 
courages  conflict,  as  opposed  to  suggesting 
that  as  a  community  we  have  a  unique  pro¬ 
blem  to  resolve. 

The  article  does  go  on,  after  an  initial  few 
paragraphs  which  continue  in  this  somewhat 
belligerent  manner,  to  lay  out  the  informa¬ 
tion  as  a  fairly  “straightforward”  news 
story.  And  that  struck  me  as  not  only  ap¬ 
propriate  but  necessary.  I  do  feel  quite 
strongly  that  as  a  community  we  need  to  be 
informed  about  the  finances  related  to  the 
National  March.  The  fact  that  people 
throughout  the  country  have  wanted  some 
report  on  the  finances  of  the  March  is  not 

Starting  the  article  with  a 
headline  that  large  amounts 
of  money  are  “up  for  grabs” 
sets  a  tone  which  encourages 
conflict. 

only  understandable,  it  is  also  consistent 
with  the  ways  in  which  our  October  ac¬ 
tivities  reflected  the  needs  and  interests  of 
our  community  and  movement.  It  is  reason¬ 
able  for  organizers  to  seek  such  informa¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  good  journalism  for  GCN  to 
give  us  the  story.  The  problem  I  had  with 
this  particular  article  was  not  in  its  content 
but  rather  its  tone. 

I  assume  that  because  reporters  for  GCN 
are  lesbians  and  gay  men  themselves,  there  is 
often  a  personal  relationship  to  a  given 
story.  That’s  fine,  as  long  as  it  doesn’t  show 
up  in  terms  of  how  facts  are  presented.  One 
of  the  contributions  that  GCN  makes  is  in  its 
ability  to  share  important  information  with 
a  large  cross-section  of  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  But  as  we  all  know,  sharing  infor¬ 
mation  takes  many  forms.  I  hope  that  as  a 
policy  GCN  will  neither  seek  to  hide  or  deny 
controversy  when  it  does  exist,  nor  to  create 
tensions  and  confrontations  which  are  not 
real. 

1  look  forward  to  getting  the  letter  from 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  March  on 
Washington.  I  assume  (hat  our  NYC  Steer¬ 
ing  Committee  will  discuss  its  content  and 
give  our  feedback  on  the  surplus  funds.  I 
also  look  forward  to  GCN' s  continued 
reporting  of  events  and  issues  that  are  cen¬ 
tral  to  our  struggle  for  lesbian/gay  libera¬ 
tion. 

In  struggle, 
Leslie  Cagan 

g  New  York,  NY 

Homophobia  is  still 
fashionable 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  profile  of  State  Senator  Arthur 
Lewis  in  the  Dec.  7  edition  was  quite  il¬ 
luminating.  It  showed  Lewis  for  exactly 
what  he  is:  a  bigoted  homophobe. 

His  statement,  “I’m  not  a  bigot,  I  have 
friends  who  are  gay”  is  pure  George 
Wallace  or  Orval  Faubus,  circa  1957.  Just 
change  the  word  “gay”  to  “black”  and  you 
could  be  quoting  Wallace  at  the  University 
of  Alabama,  or  Faubus  at  Little  Rock  High 
School.  It’s  no  longer  fashionable  to  be  a 
racist,  but  it  is  still  possible  in  this  day  and 
age  to  be  a  homophobe  and  oppose  equal 
rights  for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Even  when  the  majority  of  the  State 
Senate  is  on  record  as  supporting  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill,  it  is  still  possible  for 
bigots  like  Lewis  and  Bulger  to  bottle  up 
equal  rights  through  parliamentary  pro¬ 
cedures. 

Lewis  and  Bulger  know  that  the  daily  pro¬ 
tests  outside  the  State  House  (which  have 
not  been  covered  by  the  media  at  all)  will  not 
stop  unitl  the  bill  reaches  the  floor  of  the 
Senate.  We  will  not  go  away,  and  we  will  be 
free. 

Yours  truly, 
Mike  Friedman 
Cambridge,  MA 

Unsafe  sex  videos 

Dear  GCN: 

Just  a  note  to  say  keep  up  the  work.  The 
graphic  changes  have  really  made  the  paper 
more  readable.  Charley  Shively’s  review  of 
And  the  Band  Played  On  was  worth  the 
price  of  the  December  27  issue.  As  for  James 


Sullivan’s  criticism,  1  subscribe  to  GCN 
because  it  tries  to  cover  the  WHOLE  com¬ 
munity.  Therefore  there  is  a  place  for  ar¬ 
ticles  about  Japanese  lesbians,  etc.,  which 
may  not  be  the  latest  news  on  AIDS,  but  are 
needed  anyway.  We  can’t  be  wholly  con¬ 
sumed  by  AIDS,  since  other  things  are  hap¬ 
pening  in  this  world,  even  if  we  think  that 
the  epidemic  is  the  most  important  thing.  I 
stopped  subscribing  to  the  New  York 
Native,  because  1  questioned  the  idea  that 
you  could  report  on  the  “latest”  news  about 
AIDS  in  the  same  issue  that  you  reviewed 
gay  male  videos  that  featured  unsafe  sex.  It 
was  GCN  that  reported  that  videos  featur¬ 
ing  safer  sex  are  the  most  effective  teaching 
tool  on  the  educational  front.  We  need  to 
look  closely  at  the  morality  of  producing 
and  selling  videos  that  feature  unsafe  sex,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  it’s  a  life  and 
death  situation  for  the  actors  involved. 
Casey  Donovan  and  Jack  Wrangler  may  not 
have  known  better,  but  don’t  we?  I  think  we 
really  need  to  talk  about  this  one,  before 
others  do,  and  do  something  about  it  that 
we  don’t  like. 

A  final  thought  —  about  the  money  that 
was  left  over  from  the  March  on 
Washington.  Maybe  it  should  be  kept,  so 
that  we  can  have  another  one  next  year. 
Newsweek  and  Time  might  cover  us  then, 
when  we  have  a  million  people. 

Sincerely, 

_  Andrew  Stuart 

Lansing,  Ml 


Deficient  logic 


Dear  GCN: 

When  an  individual  requests  information 
about  “nasty”  pornography  and  then  writes 
a  letter  to  GCN  complaining  that  the  info  he 
received  was  too  nasty  (“Violent  exploita¬ 
tion,”  Community  Voices,  December 
20-26,  1987),  the  deficient  logic  and  the 
hypocrisies  of  the  anti-porn  movement 
stand  out  in  all  their  glory. 

As  I  explained  in  a  personal  letter  to  Don 
Schrader,  I  am  not  the  publisher  of  Kathar- 
sis  magazine.  I  operate  a  mailing  service  and 
provide  brochures  to  persons  of  legal  age 
who  ask  for  the  information.  I  do  not 
necessarily  like  all  the  material  1  deal  with 
(just  as  1  do  not  necessarily  agree  with  all  the 
material  published  in  GCN  though  I  keep  up 
my  subscription),  but  last  time  I  looked,  the 
First  Amendment  was  still  in  effect,  though 
somewhat  shaken  by  a  number  of  recent 
court  decisions. 

Incidentally,  no  scientifically  doc¬ 
umented  link  has  been  established  —  nor  is 
any  such  link  likely  to  be  established  —  bet¬ 
ween  any  form  of  pornography  and  violent 
behavior.  Yet  a  few  people  (most  infamous¬ 
ly,  the  members  of  the  Attorney  General’s 
Commission  on  Pornography)  assume  that 
such  a  link  exists  and  call  for  the  abolition  of 
pornography.  Such  reasoning  is  similar  to 
holding  that  an  outraged  community  may 
burn  a  witch  even  though,  technically,  wit¬ 
ches  do  not  exist. 

I  am  not  arguing  that  the  material  in 
Katharsis  is  inoffensive  to  everyone,  but  it 
is  the  speech  most  outside  the  mainstream 
that  most  needs  protection.  If  all  speech  is 
not  protected,  first  “they”  will  come  for 
Katharsis,  then  “they”  will  come  for  GCN, 
then  “they”  will  come  for.... 

T.R.  Witomski 
Toms  River,  NJ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  JANUARY  24-30,  1988  □  PAGE  5 


New  Hampshire  considers 
sodomy  law 

“Vague”  bill  gets  negative  vote  by  Senate  panel,  but 
observers  do  not  agree  the  full  body  will  defeat  the  measure 


By  Jim  Kiely 

CONCORD,  NH  —  The  state’s  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  voted  4-1  on  Jan.  1 1  to 
recommend  that  the  senate  veto  a  bill  calling 
for  the  criminalization  of  sodomy.  Senate 
Bill  240,  if  enacted  into  law,  would  make 
“any  person  who  commits  an  unnatural  and 
lascivious  act  with  another  person  guilty  of  a 
class  B  felony.”  Any  person  found  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  law  would  become  subject  to  a 
fine  and/or  imprisonment  and  permanently 
lose  the  right  to  vote.  The  bill  is  expected  to 
move  soon  to  the  full  Senate  for  considera¬ 
tion. 

While  testifying  before  the  committee, 
the  author  of  SB  240,  John  Chandler 
(R-Warner),  described  the  bill  as  “an  effort 
toward  promoting  decent  behavior,” 
stating  that  “unnatural  is  anything  not 
natural”  and  “lascivious  is  lewd.” 

According  to  committee  member  Mary 
Nelson  (D-Nashua),  it  was  Chandler’s 
vagueness  that  led  to  the  vote  against  SB 
240.  “The  bill  is  nebulous,”  Nelson  told 
GCN,  “so  there  was  great  doubt  that  it 
would  in  any  way  serve  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  New  Hampshire.”  And,  she  add¬ 
ed,  neither  she  nor  her  colleagues  “had  any 
practical  idea  of  what  Chandler  was  trying 
to  say”  in  either  his  testimony  or  the  bill. 

Despite  the  committee’s  doubts, 
however,  activists  say  they  are  certain 
Chandler  has  targeted  SB  240  against  the 

“If  people  are  already  afraid 
of  others  finding  out  they’ve 
been  counseled  or  tested  for 
HIV  antibodies,  think  of  how 
much  worse  it  would  be  if 
they  had  to  admit  to  being  a 
criminal.  How  many  people 
would  be  willing  to  use 
available  services  then?” 

lesbian  and  gay  community.  They  cite  two 
instances  of  the  senator’s  anti-gay  actions. 
First,  Chandler  was  one  of  the  most  ardent 
supporters  of  a  recently-enacted  law  which 
prohibits  New  Hampshire  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  from  becoming  adoptive  parents. 
Also,  in  discussing  the  presence  of  HIV  in 
the  nation’s  blood  supply.  Chandler  told 
reporters  last  spring  that  he  had  “no  pro¬ 
blem  with  [gay  men]  donating  blood,  so 
long  as  they  donate  all  of  it  at  once.” 

Ellen  Musinsky,  a  law  professor  and 
member  of  New  Hampshire’s  Citizens’ 
Alliance  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights 
(CAGLR),  told  GCN  there  is  a  nation-wide 
history  of  “courts  applying  the  words  ‘un¬ 
natural’  and  ‘lascivious’  to  describe  acts  of 
sodomy,  particularly  when  they  occur  bet¬ 
ween  members  of  the  same  gender.” 
Although  New  Hampshire  law  currently  has 
no  definition  for  either  word,  Musinsky 
said,  there  would  be  precedent  enough  for 
state  courts  “to  make  [homophobic  defini¬ 
tions  of  their  own.” 

At  present,  in  states  such  as  Missouri  and 
Georgia,  anti-sodomy  laws  are  used  to  pre¬ 
vent  gay  and  lesbian  divorcees  from  obtain¬ 
ing  custody  of  their  own  children  and,  in 
many  cases,  from  procuring  visiting  rights. 
Further,  in  the  25  states  that  have  such  laws 
on  the  books,  gay  people  are  considered 
criminals;  thus  a  means  is  found  to 
legitimize  discrimination  against  them  in  the 
areas  of  employment,  housing  and  access  to 
public  accomodations. 

An  anti-sodomy  law  in  New  Hampshire 
could  also  limit  efforts  to  curb  the  spread  of 
AIDS.  Sue  Hyde,  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  Privacy  Pro¬ 
ject  which  organizes  people  in  many  states 
against  anti-sodomy  laws,  told  GCN  that  in 
states  like  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  "safer- 
sex  educational  materials  have  been  edited 
and  pulled  from  distribution  points  for 
‘promoting  criminal  behavior.”’  As  a 
result,  she  added,  “many  education  efforts 
are  rendered  ineffective  and  public  health 
officials  are,  at  most,  put  into  the  position 
of  not  being  able  to  reach  people.” 

Concern  that  the  bill,  if  passed,  would  be 
used  to  interfere  with  the  dissemination  of 
AIDS  information  to  the  community  is  not 


Sue  Hyde 


unfounded.  Last  December,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Gov.  John  Sununu’s  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  at  least  temporarily  tabled  CAGLR’s  re¬ 
quests  for  monies  to  fund  its  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  and  safer  sex  workshops.  According  to 
council  member  Peter  Spaulding,  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  table  arose  when  members  question¬ 
ed  the  manner  in  which  CAGLR  had  been 
spending  monies  already  appropriated. 
Though  Spaulding  admitted  the  committee 
recognized  the  importance  of  an  organiza¬ 
tion  prepared  to  educate  the  gay  community 
about  AIDS,  he  said  the  committee  did  not 
care  for  the  way  in  which  some  information 
on  prevention  was  being  presented.  “There 
was  some  question  over  whether  materials 
used  were  actually  educational  or  if  they 
bordered  on  proselytizing,”  he  said. 

Specifically,  members  found  objec¬ 
tionable  CAGLR’s  seminars  entitled  “Hot, 
Horny  and  Healthy”  which  are  geared  to 
teach  people  about  the  joys  and  methods  of 
safer  sex.  Bernard  Streeter,  also  an  executive 
council  member,  told  GCN  “This  is  the  sort 
of  thing  that  taxpayers  don’t  like,  don’t 
understand  and  don’t  want  to  pay  for.” 
When  asked  if  “taxpayer  opinion”  would 
carry  less  weight  if  it  were  shown  that  the 
seminars  help  save  lives,  he  had  no  com¬ 
ment.  Spalding  said  he  is  prepared  to  ask  the 
State  Division  of  Public  Health  to  “monitor 
the  content  of  any  materials  CAGLR  may 
distribute  in  the  future.” 

Beth  Boynton,  the  director  of  HIV- 
testing  and  counseling  at  the  Feminist 
Health  Center  in  Greenland,  said  she  believes 
SB  240  could  have  an  enormously  negative 
impact  on  the  effectiveness  of  her  services. 
‘.‘Already  [clients]  worry  about  anonymity 
before  coming  in  for  counseling  or  testing. 
I’m  sure' that  worry  keeps  others  away.” 
Although  services  at  the  health  center  are 
anonymous,  Boynton  said  she  believes  SB 
240  would  exacerbate  clients’  fears.  “If  peo¬ 
ple  are  afraid  of  others  finding  out  they’ve 
been  counseled  or  tested  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies,”  she  said,  “think  of  how  much 
worse  it  would  be  if  they  had  to  admit  to  be¬ 
ing  a  criminal.  How  many  people  would  be 
willing  to  use  available  services  then?” 

Opinions  vary  about  the  chances  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Senate  passing  SB  240. 
Senator  Nelson  said  she  believes  the  bill’s 
vagueness  will  disturb  the  Senate  just  as  it 
did  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  so  lead  to 
its  defeat.  Hyde,  though,  is  more  am¬ 
bivalent.  “Vagueness  is  a  problem  with  this 
bill,”  she  stated.  “In  fact,  it  could  lead  to 
the  bill  being  brought  before  the  court  on 
constitutional  grounds. ..New  Hampshire 
has  passed  the  foster-care  bill,  but  this  is  dif¬ 
ferent.  Whenever  you  mention  gay  rights 
and  children  in  the  same  breath,  people  start 
to  panic  and  act  crazy.  But  with  [an  anti¬ 
sodomy]  bill,  that  emotional  impact  is  not 
there.”  Asked  if  this  means  she  does  not 
think  SB  240  should  be  the  cause  of  concern, 
however,  Hyde  added,  “Passing  the  foster¬ 
care  bill  showed  that  New  Hampshire 
legislators  are  not  enlightened;  that  in  itself 
is  cause  for  great  concern.”  □ 
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CHILDREN 
IN  OUR 
LIVES: 

A  Conference  About 
Lesbians,  Children  and 
Our  Communities 

An  Event  For  All  Women 

SATURDAY,  JAN.  30 
9am- 5pm 

Please  arrive  at  8:30  to  pick  up 
registration  materials 

U.  MASS. 

HARBOR  CAMPUS,  BOSTON 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  Angela  Bowen 
PANELS  •  WORKSHOPS  • 
CAUCUSING  •  RESOURCES  •  FILMS 
AND  VIDEOS  •  FUN 

Co  sponsored  by  The  Women’s  Center  in 
Cambridge.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Center  and 
The  Women's  Center  at  U.  Mass.  Boston. 

•  Childcare  available  (pre-registration 
required)  •  ASL  Interpreting  available  (pre- 
registration  required)  •  Wheelchair  accessible 

FEE  $18  More  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't. 
Childcare  and  lunch  are  included. 

No  one  will  be  turned  away  due  to  an 
inability  to  pay.  Pre-registration 
recommended,  space  is  limited. 

Send  a  stamped  self  addressed  envelope' to 
Children  in  Our  Lives  c/o  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge.  MA 
02139.  For  more  information  call  The 
Women’s  Center  at  (617)354-8807. 


No.  Mass.  & 
So.  N.H. 

Gay 

Counseling 

Services 

Gerry  Matison 

L.I.C.  S.  W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-475-6950 

r 

Gay  Men  s  Therapy 
Group 

A  new  on-going  general 
issues  therapy  group  is  now 
forming.  Focus  on  your  iden¬ 
tity  as  a  gay  man . .  .your  rela¬ 
tionships,  family,  friends  and 
work.  For  information  call 
437-9643. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Connie  Kaldor 


'A  performer  so  versatile  you  begin  to  wonder 
if  there's  anything  she  can't  do" 


ASL  interpreted  by  Jody  Steiner 

Saturday,  February  6,  8:00  pm 
Paine  Hall 

in  the  Harvard  Music  Building,  behind  the  Science  Center 
(FREE  PARKING  allowed  in  permit  parking  areas) 


TICKETS:  $12.50  in  advance,  $13.50  at  the  door  (general  admission) 

$2.00  discount  for  Feb  14  show  with  purchase  of  ticket  for  Lavender  Hearts  Feb  13 
Tickets  at:  ConcertCharge  (497-1118),  Out-of-Town,  Sandy's  Music,  Wood  &  Strings  (credit 
cards  by  phone:  641-2131),  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Food  for  Thought,  Arborway  Video  &  Sound, 
New  Words,  Cambridge  Natural  Foods,  Red  Book,  Somerville  Theater 
By  mail:  Check,  money  order,  or  MC/V1SA  to  Revolutionary  Acts!  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238.  (75  cent  service  charge  for  each  ticket  charged  to  MC/Visa) 

For  further  information  and  MC/Visa  by  phone:  (617)  661-1252 
For  TDD  reservations  only:  (617)  4924)935 

REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  is  a  woman-owned,  worn  am-operated  production  company 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  musical  and  theatrical  productions 

brings  you  two  hot  concerts  to  warm  up  a  cold  February 


Lucie  Blue 
Tremblay 


Celebrate  Valentine's  Day  with 


You  are  guaranteed  to  fall  in  love 
when  she  sings" 


ASL  interpreted  (jjjjoJ 

Sunday,  February  14,  7:30  pm 
Sanders  Theater 

(FREE  PARKING) 

Co-sponsored  by  HGLSA 


Coming  Soon! 

Betsy  Rose  Saturday,  April  23 


“The  Lunch”:  heavy, 
hopeful  fare 

Ga bow’s  new  play  explores  guilt,  anger  and  love  between  a 
Jewish  mother  and  lesbian  daughter 


Seeing  through  What  the 
Butler  Saw 

Joe  Orton ’s  sparkling  comedy  survives,  with  its 
misogyny  intact 


The  Lunch.  By  Michelle  Gabow.  Directed  by 
Kristina  Johnson.  With  Michelle  Lazerow,  Doreen 
DiSanza,  Victoria  Lane,  Sarah  Polen  and  Sophie 
Pann.  At  Eliot  Hall,  Jamaica  Plain.  Final  perfor¬ 
mances  Jan.  22-24. 

By  Amy  Gluckman 

he  tangled  web  of  need  and  caring, 
guilt  and  anger  between  a  Jewish 
mother  and  daughter  is  the  subject  of 
The  Lunch ,  an  intelligent  and  emotionally 
charged  new  play  by  local  playwright 
Michelle  Gabow.  Without  underestimating 
the  explosive  mixture  of  demands  and  fan¬ 
tasies  this  particular  mother  and  daughter 
impose  on  one  another,  nor  the  injuries  each 
has  survived,  the  play  allows  us  to  see  a  road 
beyond.  The  Lunch  left  me,  not  yet  a  Jewish 
mother  but  26  years  a  Jewish  daughter,  with 
renewed  respect  for  the  struggles  we  carry 
on  with  the  women  in  our  families,  and  with 
a  bit  of  renewed  hope  for  the  outcome. 
Over  lunch  at  Gimbels,  the  mother,  Leah 
(Sarah  Polen),  and 
her  daughter, 
Rachael  (Victoria 
Lane),  talk  about 
their  lives  and  their  relationship.  Rachael 
works  as  a  painter,  and  says  some  about  her 
art.  But  the  tone  of  the  conversation  is  set  by 
Leah:  sardonic,  shrugging  and  rhetorical, 
her  diction  generously  sprinkled  with  Yid¬ 
dish  words  and  phrases.  (For  the  sake  of  a 
large  uninitiated  majority,  this  could  have 
been  trimmed  down,  or  a  glossary  provided 
with  the  program.)  As  they  continue  to  talk, 
it  becomes  evident  that  Rachael  is  more 
quiet  than  Leah  not  only  because  of  the 
issues  she  fears  to  raise,  but  also  because  she 
senses  she  can  learn  a  lot  from  listening. 

The  conversation  is  punctuated  by  scenes 
of  memory  and  dream,  provoked  by  the 
spirits  of  their  biblical  counterparts,  Leye 
(Michelle  Lazerow)  and  Rachel  (Doreen 
DiSanza).  Leye  and  Rachel  were  sisters, 
•  y.V-rsjof  Laban,  and  wives  —  first  Leye 
and  then  Racnei  —  of  the  patriarch  Jacob. 
Leye  is  older,  the  responsible  one,  less  at¬ 
tractive  to  Jacob.  She  is  both  sister  and 
mother  to  Rachel,  the  more  beloved,  who 
nonetheless  has  trouble  as  a  wife  and  dies  in 
childbirth.  The  Bible  does  not  offer  much 
information  about  these  two  women. 
Unlike  Jacob,  their  dreams  are  not  record¬ 
ed.  But  Gabow  has  recognized  that  their 
stories,  such  as  we  know  them,  are  nar¬ 
ratively  and  emotionally  tantalizing.  In 
alternating  scenes,  Leye  and  Rachel  act  out 
both  moments  of  their  own  relationship  and 
fantasies  of  the  present-day  Rachael  and 
Leah.  The  former  scenes  illuminate  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  ways  both  obvious  and  subtle.  The  on¬ 
ly  problem  is  that  the  quick  jumps  —  from 
Gimbels  to  memory  to  the  story  of  Leye  and 
Rachel  and  back  —  can  be  confusing.  They 
would  be  more  so  if  not  for  the  actors’  abili¬ 
ty  to  make  crisp  shifts  in  tone.  All  the  per¬ 
formances  are  good  and  Doreen  DiSanza 
turns  in  an  an  especially  fine  Rachel  despite 
the  role’s  many  twists  and  turns. 

The  biblical  Leye  and  Rachel  were  forced 
into  a  relationship  of  envy  and  conflict  by 
their  father,  and  by  the  social  structures  of 
their  time.  Slowly  they  recognize  this.  When 
Jacob  asks  them  to  leave  their  father’s  house 
with  him,  they  do  not  hesitate,  responding 
with  feminist-sounding  anger: 

Is  there  yet  any  portion  or  inheritance 
for  us  in  our  father’s  house?  Are  we  not 
accounted  by  him  strangers?  for  he  hath 
sold  us,  and  hath  also  quite  devoured  our 
price. 

(Genesis  31:14-15) 

This  recognition  provides  no  easy  fix  for 
their  difficult  relationship,  but  it  does  create 


Duke 

Continued  from  page  3 

failure  to  recognize  domestic  partner 
benefits  programs  for  government 
employees  and  his  refusal  to  sign  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  banning  anti-gay  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Hoffman  and  other  speakers  also 
derided  Dukakis’  much  touted  welfare 
training  program,  saying  it  shames  people 
into  working  at  below-poverty  wages. 

Black  lesbian  activist  Angela  Bowen 
charged  the  governor  with  political  oppor- 


a  space  where  they  can  care  for  and  respect 
each  other.  The  sisterly  love  that  draws  them 
together  is,  in  the  end,  stronger  than  the 
alienation  they  feel  as  co-wives  and  co¬ 
daughters.  In  the  same  way,  the  contemporary 
Leah  has  lead  a  life  dictated  by  patriarchal 
convention.  She  raised  a  daughter,  a  respon¬ 
sibility  that  prevented  her  from  fulfilling  her 
own  dreams.  She,  too,  faces  her  daughter 
uneasily  —  caught  between  love  for 
Rachael,  anger  at  her  own  deprived  life,  and 
the  envy  she  must  feel  watching  Rachael  lov¬ 
ing  women  and  pursuing  her  art.  Through 
the  intercession  of  Leye  and  Rachel,  she 
comes  to  believe  that  forgiveness  and  friend¬ 
ship  are  possible  for  her  as  well.  Sarah 
Polen’s  performance  of  Leah  becomes  more 
complex  and  satisfying  as  the  story  pro¬ 
gresses;  while  she  comes  uncomfortably 
close  to  the  purest  stereotype  of  Jewish 
motherhood  in  the  early  scenes,  she  grows  to 
mirror  —  perhaps  unintentionally  — 
Rachael’s  increasing  understanding  of  her 
mother’s  complex  past  and  self. 

Rachael  is  a  lesbian,  but  this  turns  out  to 
be  refreshingly  unimportant,  her  mother’s 
acceptance  a  symbol  of  the  distance  Leah 
has  already  travelled  in  evaluating  social 
mores.  In  fact,  many  of  the  play’s  lighter 
moments  are  about  coming  out,  which 
Rachael  does  during  lunch  even  though 
Leah  more  or  less  already  knows. 

The  larger  issue  between  them,  and  the 
subject  of  the  play’s  climax,  is  the  physical 
abuse  Rachael  suffered  as  a  child  at  Leah’s 
hands.  My  only  big  complaint  with  the 
script  lies  here:  Gabow  treats  the  abuse  in  a 
gingerly,  overdelicate  way.  In  the  end,  we  do 
not  have  a  clear  sense  of  what  has  happened 
or,  more  importantly,  how  it  has  affected 
Rachael.  One  short,  confusing  scene  of  a 
remembered  fight  between  Rachael  and  her 
ex -lover  does  not  tell  us  enough. 

I  wish  the  abuse  itself  were  discussed  more 
concretely.  Still,  its  role  in  Leah’s  life  and  in 
her  side  of  the  mother-daughter  bond 
becomes  very  clear.  In  a  central  scene,  Leah 
remembers  with  anger  how  she  was  treated 
by  her  own  mother,  who  enforced  sexist 
norms  by  cutting  down  Leah’s  sights.  Later, 
she  recalls  a  moment  when  her  mother  did 
encourage  her  to  dream.  One  such  moment  was 
not  enough;  but,  more  to  the  point  perhaps 
in  Gabow’s  view,  the  memory  of  this  mo¬ 
ment  is  enough  to  start  the  process  of  heal¬ 
ing. 

What  helps  Leah  the  most,  though,  is 
watching  her  daughter  lead  a  different  life. 
She  can  now  join  Rachael  in  taking  steps  to 
break  the  chain  linking  generations  of 
women  in  the  transmission  of  patriarchal 
values:  Rachael  has  broken  with  tradition 
altogether  and  we  see  Leah  get  angry  at  her 
limiting  past.  As  an  abused  child,  Rachael 
suffered  from  Leah’s  anger,  but  her 
newfangled  life  was  also  born  out  of  that 
anger.  By  the  time  lunch  ends  and  the  check 
arrives,  Leah  can  show  pride  that  Rachael  is 
gay;  surely  this  pride  reflects  Leah’s  chang¬ 
ing  view  of  herself  as  well  as  of  Rachael. 

This  essential  dynamic  is  expressed  in  one 
of  the  early  scenes  in  a  brief  snatch  of 
dialogue  between  Leah  and  Rachael: 

Leah:  Opeq  your  eyes.  Help  me!  I’m 

drowning  fast. 

Rachael:  I  see  you,  mom!  But  I’m 

scared.  You  never  taught  me  how  to  swim. 

For  this  daughter,  the  best  thing  about  The 
Lunch  is  its  suggestion  that  if  we  can  learn  to 
swim,  our  mothers  may  be  able  to  save 
themselves,  too.  □ 


tunism  and  a  lack  of  integrity  for  his  stance 
on  welfare  and  a  myriad  of  other  issues. 
“This  is  a  man  who  wants  to  be  president?” 
she  asked  the  crowd.  “If  he  thinks  it’s  that 
easy  to  silence  us,  he’s  dead  wrong.  We  went 
to  Washington  to  get  in  the  president’s  face, 
and  Governor  Dukakis,  we’re  right  here 
now  in  your  face!” 

Inside  the  State  House 

Though  police  presence  was  negligible 
near  the  outdoor  demonstration,  security 
was  tight  inside  the  State  House.  According 
Continued  on  page  10 


What  the  Butler  Saw.  By  Joe  Orton.  Directed  by 
Robert  J.  Bouffier.  Set  design  by  Peggy  K  Miller. 
Costume  design  by  Dennis  Klasse.  With  James 
Bodge,  Stephanie  Clayman,  M.  Lynda  Robinson, 
Allyn  Burrows,  David  Hannegan,  Joe  Guzman.  At 
the  Lyric  Stage,  Boston,  through  February  14. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

hat  is  to  be  done  with  Joe  Orton? 
The  release  of  Stephen  Frears’s  film 
Prick  Up  Your  Ears  has  made 
playwright  Orton  the  cultural  hero  he 
deserved  to  be  during  his  short  lifetime.  The 
film  has  also  sparked  a  revival  of  his  full- 
length  plays:  The  Alley  Theater  just  did 
Loot  last  month  and  the  New  Ehrlich  will  be 
doing  Entertaining  Mr.  Sloan  in  the  spring, 
matching  bookends  for  The  Lyric  Stage’s 
new  presentation  of  What  the  Butler  Saw. 

What  the  Butler  Saw  was  Orton’s  last 
work  and  he  intended  it  to  be  more  scan¬ 
dalous  than 
|  anything  he  had 
it  written  earlier.  Set 
■  in  the  up-scale 
mental  clinic  of  Dr.  Prentice,  he  intended  to 
attack  the  professional  classes  (especially 
doctors  and  politicians)  for  their  stupidity, 
and  the  middle  classes  for  their  hypocritical 
attitudes  towards  sexuality  and  morality. 
Along  the  way  he  also  manages  to  let  the 
police,  psychiatry,  the  press  and  any  notions 
of  public  or  private  morality  have  it  as  well. 
The  result  is  an  oftentimes  hysterical,  and 
sometimes  offensive  play  that  testifies  both 
to  the  playwright’s  genius  as  well  as  to  his 
misogyny  and  culture-boundedness. 

Back  in  1967  What  the  Butler  Saw  must 
have  been  deeply  shocking.  The  play  is  ram¬ 
pant  with  nudity,  there  are  implications  of 
lesbianism,  homosexuality,  and  trans¬ 
vestism  —  two  of  the  characters  continually 
exchange  clothes  and  gender  identities.  The 
overriding  theme  is  that  all  sexuality  is  good, 
but  because  we  can’t  own  up  to  this  simple 
fact,  we’re  wounded  by  the  prevailing 
morality.  A  running  joke  in  the  play 
revolves  around  a  statue  of  Sir  Winston 
Churchill  that  has  been  blown  apart  by  a 
faulty  gas  main;  part  of  the  great  man  is 
missing.  At  the  play’s  end  the  missing  part  is 
found  —  it  is  his  enormous  prick  —  and  all 
is  right  with  the  world  once  again.  (In  the 
original  production  this  had  to  be  changed 
to  a  cigar  —  a  symbol,  as  one  character 
notes,  “which  falls  far  short  of  the  object 
itself.”)  Orton  saw  himself  as  the  ultimate 
British  bad  boy,  harassing  the  middle  classes 
with  sex  as  his  bludgeon. 

A  great  deal  of  What  the  Butler  Saw  is  on 
target  and  quite  funny.  When  Dr.  Ranee,  a 
crazed  psychiatrist,  appears  at  the  clinic,  he 
announces,  “I  represent  her  Majesty’s  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Your  immediate  superiors  in  mad¬ 
ness.”  Sometime  later,  Mrs.  Prentice  the 
doctor’s  wife  who  has  a  penchant  for 
younger  men,  announces,  “The  purpose  of 
my  husband’s  clinic  isn’t  to  cure  but  to 
liberate  and  exploit  madness.”  Upon 
discovering  some  women’s  clothing  in  her 
husband’s  desk  (the  result  of  an  interrupted 
seduction  of  his  secretary)  the  wife  exclaims, 
“Transvestism.  I  had  no  idea  that  our  mar¬ 
riage  teetered  on  the  brink  of  fashion.” 
When  Prentice  announces  that  he  is  “het¬ 
erosexual”  and  isn’t  trying  to  molest  the 
hotel  page  his  wife  has  brought  home.  Dr. 
Ranee  replies,  “I  wish  you  wouldn’t  use 
those  Chaucerian  words.  It’s  too 
confusing.” 

This  was  a  brave  venture  in  1967.  And  to 
his  credit,  Orton  did  not  stop  there.  Both 
Entertaining  Mr.  Sloan  and  Loot  were 
funny,  vicious  social  satires.  But  they  did 
not  go  far  enough  for  the  playwright’s 
tastes.  Institutions  were  ridiculed  but  the 
serious  harm  they  inflicted  upon  society  was 
not  shown  graphically.  In  What  the  Butler 
Saw  Orton  had  a  brilliant  idea:  the  play 
begins  as  a  silly  sex  farce  but  as  it  pro¬ 
gresses,  and  the  players  become  more  fran¬ 
tic,  actual  violence  occurs.  When  people  are 
shot  they  bleed  on  stage,  the  joke  turns  on 
itself  and  the  madhouse  becomes  not  only  a 
metaphor  for  the  world  but  as  deadly  as  the 
real  world  itself.  (The  Lyric  avoids  the  pit- 
fall  of  many  productions  and  does  show  the 
blood  and  the  wounds;  it  is  effectively 
shocking.)  Orton  also  found  the  proper 
form  for  his  ideas:  the  dialogue  is  riddled 


(L-R)  Stephanie  Clayman,  Allyn  Burrows  and  Joe 
Guzman 


with  epigrams,  aphorisms,  and  one-liners. 
As  a  conceptualized  theater  piece  What  the 
Butler  Saw  is  a  work  of  genius.  As  a  piece  of 
cultural  criticism  —  and  this  is  also  what  Or¬ 
ton  sought  —  it  is  deeply  flawed. 

Joe  Orton  had  little  understanding  of 
feminism.  This  lack  of  awareness  becomes 
evident  in  What  the  Butler  Saw,  as  well  as  in 
the  other  plays,  when  rape  and  sexual  abuse 
are  tossed  off  flippantly.  On  the  other  hand, 
this  flippancy  is  somewhat  contradicted  by 
the  broad  context  of  the  plays  in  which  it 
seems  clear  Orton  does  take  sexual  politics 
seriously  and  that  he  knows  men  have  social 
and  sexual  power  they  are  always  abusing.  It 
may  also  be  possible  to  justify  almost  all  of 
what  seems  offensive  in  terms  of  literary 
style,  but  the  words  still  hurt. 

So  much  is  perfect  in  Orton’s  work  that 
the  misogyny  stands  out  even  more.  You 
long  for  some  clear  scene  or  sense  in  which 
Orton  states  that  although  both  men  and 
women  are  the  victims  of  a  skewed  system  of 
morality,  it  is  women  who  suffer  more.  To 
say  that  the  play  was  written  in  the  late  1960s 
is  not  to  excuse  its  anti-feminism,  but  it  does 
place  it  in  a  context. 

Some  straight  critics  have  tried  to  blame 
Orton’s  misogyny  on  his  gayness.  This  is  not 
only  wrong-headed  but  homophobic.  (Not 
to  mention  the  fact  that  there  are  countless 
heterosexual  playwrights  who  are  a  lot  more 
women-hating  than  Orton  —  and  they  are 
praised  by  the  very  same  critics  who  make 
vicious  attacks  on  Orton.)  Orton  is 
misogynistic  in  spite  of  his  gay  sensibility, 
not  because  of  it. 

A  new  production  of  What  the  Butler  Saw 
might  be  able  to  remedy  (to  a  degree)  the 
play’s  anti-feminism.  (Productions  of  even 
The  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  especially  the  Joe 
Papp/Meryl  Streep  Shakespeare  in  the  Park 
show  of  12  years  ago,  have  totally  changed 
the  tone  and  intent  of  that  play.)  But  the 
Lyric  has  not  done  it.  They  have  presented  a 
reasonable  version  of  a  very  difficult  play, 
managing  to  preserve  the  playwright’s 
original  intent:  the  intricate  language  is  done 
well  and  the  staging  is  both  frothy  and 
menacing.  M.  Lynda  Robinson  gives  a  great 
performance  as  Mrs.  Prentice  and  David 
Hannegan  performs  Dr.  Ranee  as  larger 
than  life  —  although  a  bit  too  large  for  the 
small  Lyric  stage.  Everyone  else  is  more  than 
competent  and  the  directing  by  Robert  J. 
Bouffier  keeps  the  play  moving  along 
without  ever  losing  a  grip  on  either  the  ac¬ 
tual  text  or  the  even  more  complex  subtext. 

Prick  Up  Your  Ears  has  brought  Joe  Or¬ 
ton  to  the  attention  of  more  people  than 
ever  before.  This  is  all  to  the  good.  The  play 
itself  is  flawed  and  the  production  is  not 
everything  it  could  be.  But  the  Orton  im¬ 
agination  and  vision  is  formidable  and 
frightening.  Even  with  reservations  it  is 
something  to  be  reckoned  with.  □ 
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Lesbian /gay  studies  centers 
the  City  University  of  New 
at  Yale  University 

By  Charley  Shively 


On  October  30-31  at  Yale  University 
and  November  17,  1987,  at  the  City 
University  New  York  Graduate 
Center,  new  lesbian  and  gay  studies  centers 
were  launched.  For  each  occasion  an 
overflow  crowd  appeared  of  over  500  par¬ 
ticipants  and  observers.  Kevin  Gordon, 
fundraising  coordinator  for  the  CUNY 
center,  told  GCN  that  “in  the  midst  of 
AIDS”  we  are  like  the  Hebrew  prophet 
Jeremiah;  despite  the  death  and  subjugation 
of  his  people,  he  “bought  a  plot  of  land  as  a 
symbol  of  faith  and  hope  in  the  future.” 
“This  center  for  lesbian  and  gay  studies  at 
CUNY,”  Gordon  concluded,  “is  standing 
up  for  life  —  past,  present  and  future,  even 
in  the  face  of  death.” 

Colleges  have  long  provided  an  am¬ 
biguous  shelter  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  — 
less  congenial  than  the  hairdressing  profes¬ 
sion  but  more  kindly  than  the  steel  industry. 
Only  20  years  ago,  a  professor  or  student 
could  be  expelled  on  the  spot  if  he  or  she  ad¬ 
mitted  to  being  homosexual.  Our  only  safe¬ 
ty  was  in  invisibility.  While  the  battle  for 
non-discrimination  against  lesbian  and  gay 
students,  staff  and  faculty  has  yet  to  be  won, 
enough  progress  has  been  made  to  launch  a 
new  stage  in  the  struggle:  “multi¬ 
disciplinary  centers  for  promoting  scholar¬ 
ship  on  topics  of  concern  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men.” 

In  the  enthusiasm  of  his  opening  address, 
Yale  Professor  John  Boswell  exclaimed  that 
there  had  “never  been  a  conference  like 
this.”  Like  too  many  historians,  he  gives 
small  credit  to  predecessors.  In  1897  a  group 
around  Magnus  Hirschfield  launched  the 
Scientific-Humanitarian  Committee,  which 
led  in  1919  to  the  Institute  for  Sex  Research 
in  Berlin.  Research,  teaching  and  publica¬ 
tions  flourished  at  the  center  before  it  was 
destroyed  (and  the  books  burned)  by  the 
Nazis.  The  institute’s  annual  Jahrbuchen  — 
five  to  six  hundred  page  scholastic  year 
books  are  truly  remarkable 

In  Los  Angeles,  the  One  Institute  under 
Dorr  Legg’s  guidance  has  offered  a  series  of 
monthly  lectures  since  1956,  established  a 
library  and  printed  numerous  publications 
including  the  scholarly  One  Institute 


over  the  years.  In  1975,  J.  Lee  Lehman  of 
the  National  Gay  Student  Center  published 
Gays  on  Campus,  which  lists  courses  by 
Louis  Crompton  at  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  Joe  Cady  at  Rutgers  University, 
Barry  M.  Dank  at  California  State  College, 
Robert  Martin  and  Will  Aitkin  at  Concordia 
University  (Montreal),  Jim  Kepner  at 
UCLA,  Ron  Schreiber  and  Leslie  Cagan  at 
the  University  of  Mass.  —  Boston,  and 
Gregory  Kane  at  Queens  College.  Gays  on 
Campus  reprints  Ron  Schreiber’s  account  of 
“giving  a  gay  course,”  a  literature  class  he 
has  offered  regularly  since  1972.  The 
teaching  problems  he  outlines  are  still 
unresolved:  how  do  students  and  teachers  of 
various  sexual  orientations  and  genders  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  common  intellectual  ex¬ 
perience? 

Within  the  university  framework,  lesbian 
studies  have  most  often  been  offered  within 
women’s  studies  programs.  Virtually  every 
college  in  the  United  States  now  includes 
some  courses  in  women’s  studies  and  many 
offer  a  major.  Barbara  Smith  provides 
“Sample  Syllabi  for  Courses  on  Les¬ 
bianism”  in  Margaret  Cruikshank’s  Lesbian 
Studies  (1982).  Some  women’s  studies  pro¬ 
grams  have  included  gay  men  who  have  not 
been  able  to  teach  within  their  own  field. 
The  University  of  Southern  California  has  a 
program  in  the  Study  of  Women  and  Men  in 
Society  attached  to  the  Anthropology 
Department;  Walter  Williams,  a  board 
member  of  One  Institute  and  author  of  The 
Spirit  and  the  Flesh  teaches  there.  At  San 
Francisco  State,  John  DeCecco  has  carved 
out  a  gay  niche  in  the  psychology  depart¬ 
ment,  The  Center  for  Research  and  Educa¬ 
tion  in  Sexuality.  He  currently  edits  the 
Journal  of  Homosexuality,  which  has  been 
published  since  Fall,  1974.  During  the  early 
’70s,  Sacramento  State  College  had  a  series 
of  courses  in  their  Gay  Studies  Program. 


studies.  Panels,  presentations,  social  hours, 
job  and  research  networking  are  all  efforts 
to  illuminate  what  Spanish  poet  Lorca  call¬ 
ed  el  amor  oscuro.  In  1973,  the  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  Historical  Associa¬ 
tion  passed  a  resolution  introduced  by  Den¬ 
nis  Rubini,  chair  of  the  AHA  Lesbian/gay 
Caucus.  The  convention  resolved  that  “a 
particular  obligation  falls  upon  all 
historians  to  make  available  to  gay  people 
and  all  others  engaging  in  consensual  sexual 
acts,  all  facets  of  their  historical  birthright .  ’  ’ 
Speaking  for  the  resolution  as  secretary  of 
the  caucus,  I  protested  the  celebration  of 
studies  of  war,  politics,  ideas,  technology 
and  the  family  while  historians  avoided  sex¬ 
uality,  love  or  sensuality  in  their  work.  A 
referendum  to  the  membership  reversed  the 
resolution,  but  the  AHA  program  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  devote  several  panels  to  these 
topics  every  year.  Of  course,  1973  was  the 
year  in  which  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  removed  homosexuality  from 
their  list  of  mental  diseases. 

In  1973,  the  first  national  Gay  Academic 
Union  met  at  CUNY’s  John  Jay  College. 
The  GAU  met  regularly  thereafter  for  at 
least  a  decade  with  very  large  attendance 
and  a  multitude  of  papers.  The  faltering  na¬ 
tional  GAU  may  have  ceased  to  exist  while 
many  local  chapters  continue,  including 
those  in  Cincinnati,  San  Diego  and 
Philadelphia.  The  scholarship  committee  of 
GAU-NY  under  Wayne  Dynes  has  publish¬ 
ed  several  monographs,  the  first,  a  sharp 
critique  of  Boswell’s  Christianity.  Some 
papers  from  the  1973  GAU  inaugural  con¬ 
ference  were  published  as  a  booklet,  and  in 
1978,  Louie  Crew  edited  a  volume  contain¬ 
ing  many  GAU  papers,  The  Gay  Academic 
(1978).  Some  of  the  vast  outpouring  of 
scholarship  can  be  traced  in  W.  Dorr  Legg, 
Barrett  W.  Elcano  and  James  Kepner,  An 


topics;  these  women  and  men  must,  at  a 
minimum,  be  open  gays....  Finally,  at  a 
minimum,  a  gay  studies  program  must 
have  access  to  printing  and  distribution  of 
its  research  in  inexpensive  formats,  either 
in  the  form  of  a  journal  or  as  pamphlets 
and  books. 

Neither  of  the  two  new  proposed  centers 
meet  these  1975  minimum  standards, 
although  they  accept  the  menu.  Neither  the 
New  Haven  nor  the  New  York  programs 
have  received  much  more  than  good  wishes 
and  greetings  from  their  universities.  Con¬ 
tributions  are  being  sought  from  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  communities.  Checks  can  be  sent 
to  Professor  John  Boswell,  History  Depart¬ 
ment,  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  CT 
(payable  to  LGSCY);  and  to  CLAGS  c/o 
Center  for  the  Study  of  Women  in  So=;<5ty> 
CUNY  Graduate  Center,  33  w.  42nd  St., 
NY,  NY  10036  (payable  to  CLAGS). 

Within  the  framework  of  the  U.S.  univer¬ 
sity  system,  interdisciplinary  study  centers 
are  a  relatively  recent  development.  Since 
the  Russian  Revolution  in  1917,  the  first  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  in  Russian,  Near  East, 
Asian,  Latin  American  or  other  areas  of 
concern  to  the  State  Department,  which  uses 
universities  to  train  their  servants  and  front 
their  research.  These  programs,  nonethe¬ 
less,  provided  a  model  of  inter-disciplinary 
study:  art,  lit,  history,  sociology,  language, 
science  and  other  fields  could  be  united 
under  one  academic  umbrella.  In  the  1950s, 
along  with  Chevrolets,  American  Studies 
programs  multiplied.  Then  in  the  ’60s  came 
Black  Studies;  and  in  the  ’70s  Women’s 
Native  American,  Hispanic,  Asian 
American,  Jewish,  Armenian,  Irish,  Italian, 
Polish  and  Swedish  study  centers.  Thus 


Freedom  to  be  a 


Quarterly:  Homophile  Studies.  The  In¬ 
stitute  now  offers  an  accredited  master’s 
degree  in  lesbian/gay  studies.  In  Los 
Angeles  a  scholar  can  consult  not  only  the 
wonderful  One  Institute  Library  but  also  the 
Natalie  Barney/Edward  Carpenter  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Archives  founded 
by  Jim  Kepner  as  well  as  the  extensive  collec¬ 
tions  of  the  Homosexual  Information 
Center  curated  by  Don  Slater.  In  New  York 
City,  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  has 
assembled  a  large  collection  of  books, 
periodicals,  recordings  and  manuscripts.  In 
the  mid-70’s,  Lavender  University  flourish¬ 
ed  in  San  Francisco.  And  for  spring 
semester  1982,  Denver’s  Lavendar  Universi¬ 
ty  of  the  Rockies  offered  22  courses.  The 
weakness  of  such  institutes  and  archives  is 
that  they  lack  the  full  financial  support  they 
need,  but  their  strength  lies  in  their  in¬ 
dependence.  If  the  university  administration 
changes,  workers  don’t  have  to  start  looking 
for  another  job. 

A  number  of  individual  lesbian  and  gay 
courses  have  been  offered  at  various  colleges 


There  has  been  a  long  development  within 
professional  organizations  and  within  some 
departments  to  promote  lesbian/gay 
studies.  First  caucuses  were  formed.  In  the 
American  Library  Association,  the  ’60s 
Social  Responsibilities  Round  Table  provid¬ 
ed  an  umbrella  for  the  Task  Force  on  Gay 
Liberation  in  1970.  Post-Stonewall  caucuses 
quickly  assembled  within  the  Modern 
Language  Association,  American  An¬ 
thropological  Association,  American 
Sociological  Association,  American 
Historical  Association,  American  Bar 
Association,  American  Medical  Association 
and  other  groups.  The  first  demand  was  to 
end  discrimination,  and  many  of  the  profes¬ 
sional  groups  have  gone  on  record  as  oppos¬ 
ing  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference.  As  early  as  1969,  the  American 
Sociological  Association  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion,  and  in  1970,  the  American  M  Associa¬ 
tion  supported  “the  immediate  legalization 
of  all  consensual  sexual  acts.” 

The  second  demand  within  academic 
guilds  has  been  to  further  lesbian  and  gay 


Annotated  Bibliography  of  Homosexuality 
(1976)  and  in  Wayne  Dynes,  Homosexuali¬ 
ty,  A  Research  Guide  (1987). 


In  1975,  Don  Mager  outlined  in  Gays  on 
Campus  the  requirements  for  a  gay 
studies  program.  More  than  a  decade 
has  passed  and  his  suggestions  still  are  not 
realized: 

A  gay  studies  program,  if  we  are  to  take 
it  seriously  with  any  expectation  that  it 
might  produce  substantial  results,  at  a 
minimum  must  offer  a  sequence  of  courses 
covering  basic  topics  in  a  cross- 
disciplinary  fashion  in  history,  literature, 
art,  music,  sociology,  psychology,  polit¬ 
ical-economic  analysis  and  perhaps  com¬ 
parative  anthropology.  At  a  minimum,  it 
must  provide  the  faculty  and  students  with 
the  funds  necessary  to  sustain  serious 
research,  mainly  in  the  form  of  travel 
grants....  At  a  minimum  such  a  program 
must  provide  interdisciplinary  faculty  of 
women  and  men  whose  major  combined 
interests  (w  hether  or  not  they  hold  degrees 
or  certificates)  cover  the  above  mentioned 


many  of  us  feel  that  it’s  about  time  for  some 
Lesbian/Gay  Studies  Centers  under  univer¬ 
sity  umbrellas. 

Initially,  CUNY  gay  professor  Martin 
Duberman,  and  the  President  of  Yale 
discussed  the  possibilities  of  launching  a 
joint  gay  studies  center  program.  A  com¬ 
mittee  was  formed,  but  differences  soon 
surfaced.  While  there  were  doubtless  the 
usual  personality  problems,  the  division 
seems  to  be  primarily  one  between  New 
York  City  and  New  Haven.  In  New  York 
City  there  are  very  strong  and  independent 
gay  groups,  lesbian  groups,  women’s 
groups,  Latin  groups,  and  socialist  groups. 
For  instance,  NAMBLA  has  a  major  chap¬ 
ter  in  New  York  City;  Sage,  S&M  Activists, 
the  anarchist  John  Mackay  Society,  the  Les- 
bian  Herstory  Archives,  Women  Against 
Pornography,  Feminists  Against  Censor¬ 
ship,  a  multitude  of  lesbian  and  gay  poets, 
hustlers,  dancers,  authors,  actors,  indepen¬ 
dent  researchers.  Men  of  All  Colors  To¬ 
gether  and  other  influences  create  a  pressure 
on  the  school  not  to  be  too  academic.  New 


Haven  operates  in  another  context;  local 
Black,  Hispanic,  and  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
are  overpowered  by  Yale.  Within  the  univer¬ 
sity  itself  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  in  danger 
of  getting  beaten  up  by  other  students;  a 
cracker  named  Dick  slanders  Gay 
Awareness  Day  by  calling  for  Bestiality 
Awareness  Day  and  quickly  became  a  na¬ 
tional  hero  of  the  homophobes.  And  now 
the  women’s  center  is  confronted  by  a  group 
anti -abortion  women  dedicated 
to  saving  zygotes  and  exterminating  les¬ 
bians. 

At  the  \  ale  center  opening,  the  sense  of 
assault  from  the  heterosexuals  was  quite 
strong.  (The  Wall  Street  Journal  recently  at¬ 
tacked  the  university  for  being  a  gay  school; 
the  president  had  responded  that  Yale  was 
indeed  dedicated  to  heterosexuality.)  In  the 
opening  address,  Beth  Povinelli  declared 
that  we  have  had  “no  money  for  research, 
no  encouragement  for  completing  it,  and  no 
place  to  display  it.”  And  Professor  Boswell, 
who  himself  has  suffered  assaults,  added 
that  there  were  60  majors  devoted  to  hetero¬ 
sexual  studies  at  Yale  and  no  one  should  be 
frightened  by  one  queer  field.  Great  guns 
delivered  attacks  on  the  anti-gay  laws;  the 
president  of  the  university  himself  deflated 
the  Hardwick  decision  and  Harlon  Dalton 
from  the  Yale  Law  School  called  on  judges  to 
understand  us  as  humans. 

Tom  Stoddard  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense 


cademic 


and  Education  Fund  said  lawyers  are  revolu¬ 
tionaries  in  pursuing  the  right  to  privacy.  He 
rushed  to  catch  his  train  back  to  New  York 
City  before  I  could  ask  him  how  his  revolu¬ 
tion  compared  to  the  1970  Black  Panther 
Rally  on  New  Haven’s  common,  where  Jean 
Genet  spoke  or  the  Celebrate  Sodomy 
gathering,  October  1,  1971,  when  Connec¬ 
ticut’s  17th  c.  sodomy  statute  went  off  the 
books.  At  the  latter  celebration,  Fag  Rag- 
gers  (publishers  of  the  anarchist  gay  male 
sex* magazine,  Fag  Rag)  publicly  enjoyed 
sodomy  in  Connecticut;  we  were  not  argu¬ 
ing  for  our  right  to  privacy  but  our  right  to 
publicity.  1970  and  ’71  were  not  part  of  the 
New  Haven  memory  in  1987. 

Nancy  Cott  from  the  W'omen’s  Center 
moderated  the  panel  “Do  Lesbians  and  Gay 
People  Constitute  a  Minority?”  A  par¬ 
ticularly  engaging  speaker,  Martha 
Nussbaum,  professor  of  classics  and  phil¬ 
osophy  at  Brown  University,  spoke  on  “The 
Construction  of  a  Minority:  Social  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Rational  Criticism.”  Nussbaum  ex¬ 
plained  that  Greeks  did  not  distinguish 


much  between  the  desire  for  girls,  boys  or 
fish;  for  them  there  was  no  homosex¬ 
uality/heterosexuality;  only  activity/non¬ 
activity;  being  in  control/being  controlled; 
or  self-control/non  self-control.  However, 
the  leap  seems  rather  sudden  when  she  goes 
from  classical  times  to  the  present,  where 
she  recognizes  only  individual  preferences, 
not  a  community  of  lesbians  and  homosex¬ 
uals.  Here  history  contradicts  “reason  and 
logic”:  enough  women  have  organized  as 
women  and  enough  queers  have  organized 
as  queers  that  we  can  now  demand  a 
reconceptualization.  Nussbaum  is  a  pioneer 
in  using  poetry  to  awaken  philosophy  and 
philosophy  to  awaken  poetry.  But  I  wish  she 
would  study  Crates  who  praised  masturba¬ 
tion  more  than  Aristotle  who  praised  con¬ 
templation;  the  Greek  Anthologists  who 
praised  boys  and  pederasts  more  than  Pin¬ 
dar  who  praised  tyrants  and  jocks. 

In  New  York,  the  speakers  all  reached  out 
to  the  community;  they  provided  a  demon¬ 
stration  of  what  the  academy  had  to  offer. 
Thus,  Esther  Newton  told  the  story  of  les¬ 


bians  in  Cherry  Grove,  1938-1961.  Women 
who  had  lived  there  and  participated  in  the 
community  cheered  her  talk  and  embraced 
her  after  the  presentation.  George 
Chauncey,  himself  a  Ph.D.  candidate  and 
speaker  at  Yale  received  a  very  different 
reception  in  New  York  City  than  he  had  at 
his  own  school.  He  was  bringing  his  research 
back  to  the  community  in  his  paper,  “From 
Prohibition  to  Stonewall:  Gay  Bars  and  the 
State  in  New  York  City.”  The  CUNY 
gathering  took  place  directly  across  f rom  the 
historic  Bryant  Park,  once  the  hottest 
tearoom  in  the  world.  Now,  not  only  the 
toilet  but  the  park  itself  is  closed  in  order  to 
keep  the  homeless  from  sleeping  on  the  ben¬ 
ches.  For  myself,  I’m  not  sure  I’d  not  rather 
have  kept  the  tearoom  and  sacrificed  the 
GAU.  But,  we  never  had  that  choice;  the 
tearoom  was  closed  and  we  need  the 
academy.  Even  so,  the  tearoom  was  more 
accessible  to  all  classes;  at  CUNY  an  armed 
guard  watched  the  crowd  carefully  as  it 
came  and  went  from  the  building. 

Jewelle  Gomez  spoke  of  “Creating 
Cultural  Legacies.”  She  gave  a  moving  ap¬ 
peal  to  begin  explorations  within  ourselves 
and  said  our  “desperate,  disparate”  pasts 
created  the  need  to  band  together.  Saying, 
“Your  worst  fears  are  true,  we  want  to 
seduce  your  children,”  she  expressed  no 
desire  to  placate  the  heterosexuals,  or  the 
men  or  the  whites.  Gomez  reiterated  the  im¬ 
portance  of  sharing  our  lives  and  our 
mothers’  and  grandmothers’  lives,  calling  it 
a  most  radical  act.  “When  I  write,”  she 
said,  “I  try  to  include  all  the  facts  of  my 
grandmother’s  life,  and  my  life....  to  draw 
people  into  new  worlds  —  new  stories.” 
Gomez  concluded  by  reading  a  medley  of 
her  own  powerful  poems. 

In  opening  the  CUNY  session,  Martin 
Duberman  recalled  his  keynote  address  at 
the  1973  Gay  Academic  Union.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  universities  offered  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  both  a  threat  and  a  hope.  The  fate  of 


the  ’60s  radicals  confronts  us.  The  Last  In¬ 
tellectuals  claims  that,  “In  the  end  it  was  not 
the  New  Left  intellectuals  who  invaded  the 
universities  but  the  reverse:  the  academic 
idiom,  concepts,  and  concerns  occupied, 
and  finally  preoccupied,  young  left  intellec¬ 
tuals.”  Duberman  acknowledged  that 
academic  work  could  overrationalize  and 
prepackage  human  suffering  and  ex¬ 
perience.  But  he  held  out  the  hope  that  a  les- 
bian/gay  studies  program  might  utilize  our 
energies  to  set  off  our  unique  experiences. 
We  may  and  must  bring  to  our  researches 
the  same  flair  with  which  we  have  lived  our 
lives.  If  such  hopes  are  utopian,  Duberman 
concluded  by  quoting  his  1973  observation 
that  inevitably  utopian  hopes  will  partially 
fail,  but  they  will  also  partially  succeed. 

Tragically,  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  yet 
to  learn  to  access  either  our  past  or  our  pre¬ 
sent.  Los  Angeles  has  three  gay/lesbian  ar¬ 
chives,  each  one  better  than  any  single  gay 
male  archive  anywhere;  yet  there  are 
historical  forces  keeping  them  divided. 
There  is  no  cataloguing  of  lesbian/gay 
courses  now  offered  in  the  United  States; 
nor  does  there  seem  to  be  a  current  list  even 
in  New  York  City,  Boston,  Los  Angeles,  or 
San  Francisco.  As  Gomez  says,  we  are 
desperate,  disparate.  We  don’t  need 
homogenization  nor  do  we  need  “leader¬ 
ship”  or  “direction.”  But  we  need  cor¬ 
respondence  and  discovery,  a  vehicle  to  find 
and  to  identify  each  other  and  ourselves. 
Gay  writer  Mitzel  once  entertained  John 
Weiners,  Freddie  Greenfield  and  Sylvia 
Sydney  in  Boston’s  Porno  Palace.  He  was 
amazed  that  these  contemporaries  (all  three 
poets)  completely  ignored  each  other.  Les¬ 
bian/gay  studies  cannot  create  an  “each 
other”  awareness,  but  without  that 
awareness  there  will  never  be  any  les¬ 
bian/gay  studies.  □ 
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Ramos 

Continued  from  page  I 

Bernstein  and  Harvard  Community  Health 
of  liability  in  the  case.  However,  following 
that  decision  last  September,  Judge  Joseph 
S.  Mitchell  called  for  a  new  trial  against 
Bernstein,  but  not  against  Harvard  Health. 
The  second  trial  was  held  before  Judge 
Catherine  White. 

According  to  her  testimony,  Ramos’ 
ordeal  began  on  Aug.  18,  1985  when  she 
nearly  fainted  en  route  to  her  job  at  John 
Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  in 
Boston.  Her  company  physician,  Edward 
H.  Bowen,  sent  her  to  Harvard  Community 
Health  to  be  X-rayed  by  Bernstein.  Ramos 

“Hopefully  this  verdict  will 
send  a  message  to  the 
medical  community  that 
they're  not  going  to  get  away 
with  prejudice  against  people 
with  AIDS.  " 

had  tested  positive  for  HIV,  a  virus  many 
believe  to  cause  AIDS,  but  she  said  she  did 
not  tell  Bowen  about  the  test  results  for  fear 
of  losing  her  job.  She  did,  however,  tell 
Bernstein  about  her  positive  HIV-status 
when  she  saw  him  that  day.  She  also  com¬ 
plained  of  chest  pain,  shortness  of  breath, 
coughing,  fever  and  difficulty  sleeping. 

Bernstein  prescribed  antibiotics,  cough 
medicine  and  an  inhaler  as  treatment  for 
suspected  bronchitis  and  asthma.  Rarrjos 
said  her  condition  did  not  improve,  but  on 
subsequent  visits  to  Bernstein,  he  offered  no 
new  tests  or  treatments.  Ramos  admitted 
herself  to  Boston  City  Hospital  in  October 
and  spent  eight  weeks  in  intensive  care  being 
treated  for  pneumocystis  pneumonia.  She 
said  she  was  permanently  debilitated  due  to 
the  delay  in  proper  diagnosis. 

Doctors  and  nurses  who  testified  during 
the  trial  expressed  contradictory  opinions 
about  whether  Bernstein’s  care  met  accep¬ 
table  standards  of  medical  practice.  Many 
criticized  Bernstein  for  failing  to  administer 
any  diagnostic  tests  beyond  chest  X  rays 
and  physical  examination  when  he  knew 
that  Ramos  had  tested  positive  for  HIV. 
They  said  Bernstein  should  have  performed 
other  procedures,  such  as  bronchoscopy 
tests  and  arterial  blood  gas  tests,  which  they 
said  would  be  called  for  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  may  have  aided  in  a  correct 
diagnosis. 

Others  in  the  public  health  care  field  rais¬ 
ed  the  question  of  whether  health 
maintenance  organizations  like  the  Harvard 
Plan  tend  to  cut  corners  on  costs  compared 
to  physicians  in  private  practice.  Specula¬ 
tion  also  surfaced  that  racism  and  sexism 
may  have  contributed  to  the  alleged 
maltreatment  of  Ramos. 

One  doctor  who  spoke  on  behalf  of 
Ramos,  Scott  Harris  of  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  said  he  felt  strongly 
that  Ramos  was  misdiagnosed.  He  said  he 
suspected  that  Bernstein’s  disregard  for 
Ramos  may  have  been  motivated  by  AIDS- 
phobia. 

“This  case  allows  whatever  prejudice 
there  is  against  people  with  AIDS  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  in  a  courtroom,”  Harris  said.  “It 
may  start  a  precedent.  The  gates  are  opened 
up  for  people  who  feel  they’ve  been 
mistreated  by  the  medical  community.” 

Ramos’  attorney  Deborah  McCutcheon 
also  expressed  satisfaction  that  the  case  may 
force  doctors  to  be  more  accountable  for 
their  actions.  “Being  a  doctor  doesn’t  make 
you  a  saint,”  McCutcheon  said.  “Doctors 
are  just  as  prey  to  insensitivity  and  racism  as 
anyone  else.  Hopefully  this  verdict  will  send 
a  message  to  the  medical  community  that 
they  are  not  going  to  get  away  with  prejudice 
against  people  with  AIDS.” 

In  addition  to  the  issue  of  inadequate 
medical  testing,  the  other  major  issue  in  the 
trial  was  the  state  of  knowledge  about  AIDS 
in  1985.  Doctors  who  testified  for  Ramos 
said  there  was  sufficient  medical  informa¬ 
tion  at  the  time  of  Ramos’  treatment  to 
recognize  her  symptoms  as  a  possible  indica¬ 
tion  of  pneumocystis  pneumonia.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Harris  and  other  doctors,  Bernstein 
should  have  been  aware  of  this  information 
in  his  capacity  as  a  primary  care  physician  in 
a  community  health  center.  Bowen,  Ramos’ 
company  doctor,  also  stated  that  Ramos 
was  obviously  very  ill  and  that  Bernstein’s 
treatment  was  “grossly  inadequate.” 

Ramos  told  the  Boston  Globe  she  was 
happy  with  the  verdict  and  thought  that 
justice  had  prevailed.  Ramos  was 


unavailable  for  comment  with  GCN,  but 
McCutcheon  said  her  client  expressed 
pleasure  that  her  case  had  disproved  the 
myth  that  “you  can’t  hurt  someone  who  has 
AIDS.”  According  to  McCutcheon,  she  and 
her  partner  Paul  Collier,  who  also 
represented  Ramos,  were  “thrilled”  with 
the  decision. 

“We’re  both  crazy  with  happiness,”  Mc¬ 
Cutcheon  said.  “After  the  first  trial, 
everybody  said  we  were  dealing  with  a 
lukewarm  case.  We  did  it  differently  the  se¬ 
cond  time  —  lined  up  new  testimony,  sunk 
in  more  money,  took  a  fresh  look  at  it.  You 
practice  till  you  get  it  right.” 

Bernstein  was  unavailable  for  comment, 
but  Harvard  Community  Health  released  a 
statement  on  the  verdict  through  spokesper¬ 
son  Alan  Raymond:  “Obviously,  it  is  very 
difficult  for  a  jury  to  consider  complex 
medical  evidence  and  make  a  judgment  in  a 
case  of  this  kind.  [We]  have  thoroughly 
reviewed  the  case  and  found  no  basis  for  any 
disciplinary  action.” 

According  to  McCutcheon,  Judge  White 
was  careful  to  select  an  unbiased,  multi¬ 
racial  jury  that  dealt  intelligently  with  the 
evidence.  McCutcheon  explained  that  the 
verdict  against  Bernstein  would  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Registration  in  Medicine,  a 
state  agency  that  makes  disciplinary  deci¬ 
sions  in  cases  of  malpractice.  □ 

Duke 

Continued  from  page  7 

to  activist  Carl  Mann,  an  anonymous  caller 
warned  Capitol  Police  before  the  State  of 
the  State  Address  that  “queers  would  be 
running  around  throwing  jars  of  AIDS- 
contaminated  semen”  on  Dukakis’  guests. 
Mann  said,  “It’s  so  outrageous.  There’s  a 
crying  need  for  some  clear  communication 
between  MASS  ACT  OUT  and  the  Capitol 
Police.” 

There  were  no  reports  of  violence  on  the 
part  of  law  enforcement  officers,  though 
some  protesters  said  they  were  met  with 

“We  went  to  Washington  to 
get  in  the  president's  face, 
and  Governor  Dukakis,  we’re 
right  here  now  in  your  face!” 

hostility  by  security  when  they  tried  to  enter 
the  building.  Pro-lesbian/gay  activists  were 
not  a  visible  presence  on  the  House  floor 
itself,  where  Dukakis’  30-minute  speech  was 
broadcast  live  by  major  stations.  Many 
political  observers  claim  his  message  was 
essentially  an  effort  to  bolster  his  1988 
presidential  bid,  drawing  heavily  on  the 
themes  of  the  late  Pres.  John  F.  Kennedy 
and  boasting  often  of  a  healthy  state 
economy.  Dukakis  also  claimed  that  his  ad¬ 
ministration  had  put  together  “the  most 
compassionate  and  comprehensive  efforts 
anywhere  in  the  country”  to  deal  with  the 
AIDS  epidemic. 

To  the  dumbfounded  skepticism  of 
Dukakis’  critics,  the  governor  described  an 
ideal  society  as  one  in  which  “the  American 
dream  is  possible  for  every  citizen  ...  no 
matter  who  they  are,  or  where  they  come 
from,  or  what  the  color  of  their  skin,  or 
what  their  sexual  orientation.” 

Critics  also  charge  that  Dukakis’ 
legislative  agenda,  heavy  with  mention  of 
tougher  criminal  laws,  offered  little  more 
than  renewed  suggestions  to  pass  measures 
that  failed  in  1987.  His  so-called  Mass  Jobs 
program  appears  only  to  be  a  new  banner 
for  already  existing  state  efforts.  Councillor 
Scondras,  addressing  the  protesters  outside, 
said  that  the  Massachusetts  economy  is  bas¬ 
ed  heavily  on  the  defense  industry  and  that 
state  employment  programs  emphasize  low- 
paying,  unskilled  labor  rather  than  mean¬ 
ingful  employment. 

“Besides,”  Scondras  explained,  “any 
progress  in  Massachusetts  has  been  based  on 
court  suits  that  forced  action,  not  on  the 
legislature.  That’s  not  leadership.  Dukakis 
has  very  few  positive  things  to  say  about  the 
state  of  the  state.” 

MASS  ACT  OUT  has  tentatively  planned 
another  Dukakis  protest  to  be  held  at  his 
Boston  campaign  office  within  a  few  weeks. 
Call  661-7737 for  further  information.  □ 
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Cosmo 

Continued  from  page  I 

American  Foundation  for  AIDS  Research, 
cases  of  HIV  transmission  via  unprotected 
sex  have  been  documented  in  heterosexual 
women  with  no  risk  factor  and  who  did  not 
have  vaginal  lacerations.  Krim  and  four 
other  women  leaders  of  organizations  pro¬ 
viding  services  to  women  with  AIDS  have 
stated  in  letters  to  ACT  UP  that  artificial  in¬ 
semination,  “a  totally  gentle,  non-bruising 
way”  for  semen  to  enter  the  body,  is  a 
documented  means  of  HIV  transmission. 
Barbara  Gibson,  director  of  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  Addiction  Resource  and  Treat¬ 
ment  Center,  Marie  St.  Cyr-Delpe  of  the 

. . .  only  terrifically  ‘  ‘rough 
penile  penetration  — 
ocurring  in  cases  of  “ rape  or 
violently  macho  thrusting” 
—  can  transmit  the  [HIV] 
virus  to  women... 

Women’s  AIDS  Resource  Network  and  the 
Haitian  Women’s  AIDS  Task  Force,  Chris 
Norwood  of  the  National  Women’s  Health 
Network,  and  Joanne  Mantell  of  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis  called  Gould’s  article 
“the  most  deceptive  and  dangerous  article 
about  women  and  AIDS  ever  published  in 
an  American  magazine.” 

Krim  commented  that  “the  ‘you’  to 
whom  Dr.  Gould  addressed  his  article  (sub¬ 
titled  ‘A  Doctor  Tells  Why  You  May  Not  Be 
At  Risk’]  are  obviously  not  [the]  young, 
minority  women  who  give  birth  to  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  positive  babies  at  the  rate  now  of  one 
out  of  every  61  births  occurring  in  New  York 
City.”  AIDS  is  now  the  leading  cause  of 
death  for  women  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
34  in  New  York;  84  percent  of  women  with 
AIDS  in  New  York  are  Black  or  Latina. 

Gould,  a  psychiatrist  and  professor  of 
psychiatry  who  also  teaches  obstetrics  and 
gynecology  at  New  York  Medical  College,  is 
chair  of  the  committee  on  gay  and  lesbian 
issues  of  the  New  York  branch  of  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association,  and  a 
member  of  its  committee  on  AIDS. 

Gould  refused  to  comment  on  this  article 
to  GCN. 

The  lunchtime  demonstration  began  with 
a  crowd  of  about  30  people  and  finally  swell¬ 
ed  to  150.  Chanting  “For  every  Cosmo  lie, 


more  women  die,”  protesters  marched  in 
front  of  the  Cosmopolitan  offices  on  57th 
Street,  making  noise  by  banging  their  card¬ 
board  signs  on  the  building’s  metal  scaf¬ 
folding.  The  protesters,  about  an  equal 
number  of  women  and  men  and  about  15 
percent  people  of  color,  then  blocked  traffic 
on  Seventh  Avenue  in  the  course  of  a 
deliberately  slow  march  to  the  nearby 
Hearst  Corporation  Building. 

Demonstrators  attempted  to  enter  both 
buildings  to  meet  with  Cosmopolitan  and 
Hearst  staffers,  but  were  blocked  by 
doormen  at  the  Cosmopolitan  offices  and 
by  police  at  the  Hearst  Corporation. 
(Cosmopolitan  had  refused  previous  re¬ 
quests  to  meet  with  women  from  ACT  UP.) 
Typically  inventive  and  visible  ACT  UP 
signs  bore  such  messages  as  “Step  into  my 
(funeral)  parlor,  Cosmo  girl”  and  “2, 4, 6, 8 
—  I’d  rather  MASTURBATE  than  have  un¬ 
safe  sex.”  Before  rally-goers  left  the  Hearst 
Corporation  they  threw  condoms  at  the 
blocked  building  entrance  and  handed  them 
out  to  passersby  and  police. 

The  event  was  the  first  to  be  organized  by 
the  newly  formed  Women’s  Committee  of 
ACT  UP,  an  organization  that  until  recently 
has  had  overwhelmingly  male  membership. 
The  Women’s  Committee,  which  now  con¬ 
sists  of  both  heterosexual  women  and  les¬ 
bians,  was  organized  about  three  months 
ago  as  a  social  and  support  network  for  les¬ 
bians  working  in  ACT  UP.  “We  were  trying 
to  figure  out  ‘What  were  we  doing  in  this 
movement?”’  said  Women’s  Committee 
member  Maxine  Wolfe.  “What  made  it  a 
lesbian  issue  for  us?  How  did  we  feel  about 
going  out  and  getting  more  women  [to  join 
ACT  UP]  when  it  was  so  difficult  in 
meetings  for  us  [because  of  the  gender 
disparity]?” 

The  committee  has  now  grown  to  about 
15  members  (although  ACT  UP  had  only 
four  or  five  women  members  this  past  June) 
and  is  actively  recruiting  straight,  lesbian 
and  bisexual  women  to  join  ACT  UP.  The 
next  issue  the  Women’s  Committee  will 
focus  on  is  likely  to  be  the  exclusion  of 
women,  Black  and  Latino  people  from 
Ampligen  and  AZT  protocols. 

ACT  UP  has  called  for  an  international 
boycott  of  the  magazine  and  has  demanded 
that  all  advertisers  withdraw  their  ads  until 
Cosmo  prints  a  retraction.  ACT  UP  also 
urges  people  to  call  Cosmopolitan  at  (212) 
262-5700  to  protest  Cosmo ’s  irresponsible 
AIDS  coverage.  □ 
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Billy  Jones 


Prisoners 

Continued  from  page  3 

must  look  for  people  from  alienated  com¬ 
munities  to  do  education.  Community- 
based  education  has  proven  to  be  most  ef¬ 
fective.”  He  added  that  inmates  have  enor¬ 
mous  untapped  resources  to  help  one 
another.  He  advocated  prisoner  involve¬ 
ment  in  making  posters,  leading  seminars  on 
human  sexuality,  substance  abuse  and  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  rehabilitation  process  that 
centers  on  AIDS  education. 

By  mobilizing  public  support  and  media 
attention,  Gilbert  was  able  to  get  initial 
DOC  approval  for  30  prisoners  to  receive 
AIDS  education  training  from  the  Central 
New  York  AIDS  Task  Force  (CNYTF), 
despite  months  of  stalling  by  the  Auburn  ad¬ 
ministration.  Although  the  administration 
rejected  several  key  components  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  —  including  allowing  PEPA  to  exist  as 
an  officially  sanctioned  prisoner  organiza¬ 
tion  —  the  qualified  approval  is  “an  impor¬ 
tant  first  step,”  Gilbert  wrote  in  a  letter  to 
the  GCN  Prisoner  Project.  The  inmates  are 
slated  to  begin  their  training  in  February. 

Even  the  state  legislature,  said  Abplanalp, 
is  beginning  to  push  for  more  education  in 
the  state  prisons.  Last  year,  Dan  Feldman, 
chair  of  the  state  Assembly’s  Committee  on 
Correction,  introduced  legislation  man¬ 
dating  AIDS  education  for  prisoners  and 
prison  staff.  The  legislation  was  derailed 
when  the  corrections  officer  union  demand¬ 
ed  mandatory  testing  for  prisoners  and 
gloves  issued  to  every  guard. 

Golder  hailed  PEPA  as  a  model  program 
which  he  hopes  will  be  implemented  at  other 
prisons.  He  said  that  since  the  majority  of 
prisoners  are  eventually  back  on  the  streets, 
prisons  are  ideal  settings  for  education  that 
can  be  taken  back  into  high-risk  com¬ 
munities.  Jones  said  AIDS  education  might 
be  a  spark  for  prisoners  to  take  a  more  active 
interest  in  the  health  of  their  communities. 
“Once  released  I  would  love  to  see  some 
become  health  educators.” 

Divide  and  rule 

On  Dec.  22,  when  PLS  was  closed  for  the 
holidays,  Gilbert  was  transferred  to  Clinton 
Correction  Institution,  bringing  the  number 
of  transferred  PEPA  members  to  five. 

Since  Gilbert  is  classified  as  a  “high  pro¬ 
file”  political  prisoner  by  the  state,  DOC 
has  the  legal  authority  to  transfer  him  as  it 
pleases.  A  member  of  the  Weather 
Underground,  Gilbert  was  sentenced  to 
70-100  years  for  armed  robbery  in  1980. 
“David  is  bright,  well  educated  and  is  able 
to  organize  the  different  groups  within  the 
prison  towards  a  common  goal.  This  is  very 
dangerous  to  the  administration.  I  suspect 
his  transfer  was  no  coincidence,”  said 
Abplanalp.  She  added  that  Gilbert  was  the 
key  link  between  CNYTF  and  prisoners  and 
the  administration.  Many  prisoners  already 
feel  that  the  task  force  has  been  “bought 
out”  by  the  administration.  Gilbert’s 
transfer  only  makes  them  more  skeptical 
about  the  project,  she  said. 

Abplanalp  said  she  wondered  how  effec¬ 
tive  the  project  can  be  when  its  leaders  are 
being  shuttled  between  state  prisons.  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  transfers  are  used  by  ad¬ 
ministrators  in  order  to  prevent  inmates 
from  forming  lasting  bonds  with  fellow  in¬ 
mates,  family  or  support  groups  —  all  of 
which  give  inmates  some  power  to  fight  the 
injustice  of  the  prison  system.  She  said 
prison  administrations  can  transfer 
prisoners  for  one  of  three  reasons:  a  request 
by  a  prisoner,  serious  disciplinary  problem 
or  a  prisoner  who  is  perceived  to  be  a 
troublemaker.  In  this  case  the  reason  should 
be  obvious,  she  said. 


Prison  authorities  maintain  control  by 
dividing  inmates  along  sexual  and  racial 
lines,  said  Abplanalp.  Therefore,  she  said, 
broad-based  groups  like  PEPA  are  perceiv¬ 
ed  to  be  threats  to  security.  Prisons  “are 
places  of  paranoia  all  around,”  said  Golder. 
Any  prisoner  organizing  is  deemed  a  threat 
to  security  by  authorities,  he  said.  “Ad¬ 
ministrators  fear  that  one  thing  will  lead  to 
another  —  that  prisoners  will  strike  for  bet¬ 
ter  food,  that  they  will  try  to  escape.  This  is 
why  they  must  keep  prisoners  feeling 
powerless  and  divided.” 

“Prison  administrators  are  not  gentlemen” 

Prison  administrators  are  scrambling  to 
deal  with  AIDS,  according  to  Jones.  In  New 
York,  where  the  AIDS  caseload  is 
skyrocketing,  denying  the  existence  of 
homosexuality,  IV  drug  use,  and  AIDS  is 
not  possible.  Tom  Sheedy,  a  warden  at 
Auburn,  claims  that  the  administration  is 
dedicated  to  AIDS  education  by  and  for 
prisoners.  He  said  that  transfers  are  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  central  DOC  office.  “We  sup¬ 
port  the  [PEPA]  project.  So  why  would  we 
undermine  it  by  transferring  David?  Our 
critics  are  just  trying  to  stir  the  pot.  They 
show  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  corrections,” 
said  Sheedy.  While  Sheedy  admitted  that 
homosexuality  and  IV  drug  use  exist  at 
Auburn,  he  said  that  condoms  and  needles 
would  not  be  distributed  because  they  are 
“prohibited  by  state  regulations.” 

Ann  Goodgion,  a  social  worker  and 
CNYTF  volunteer,  said  she  believes  the  ad¬ 
ministration  has  attempted  to  undermine 
PEPA.  She  explained  that  the  PEPA  pro¬ 
ject  is  too  progressive  for  prison  authorities. 
PEPA  was  specifically  designed  to  combat 
the  homophobia,  racism,  sexism  and 
classism  that  are  traditionally  used  by  prison 
administrations  to  divide  prisoners. 
Goodgion  said  that  only  by  talking  about 
these  issues  can  AIDS  be  adequately  ad¬ 
dressed.  For  example,  she  said,  “When  a 
prisoner  says  ‘If  some  bitch  gets  AIDS  from 
me,  that  is  her  problem.’  talking  about  con¬ 
doms  is  not  enough.  We  must  talk  about 
respecting  women  and  being  responsible  to 
others.”  Similarly,  according  to  Goodgion, 
Gilbert  intended  to  address  class  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  AIDS.  “We  must  think  about  why 
AIDS  affects  gay  people,  poor  people, 
homeless  people  and  Third  World  people 
disproportionately.  This  will  help  inmates 
understand  the  context  of  the  disease.  It  is 
really  a  matter  of  trust.  Inmates  don’t  trust 
medical  or  educational  communities 
because  many  of  them  have  never  had  a 
positive  experience  with  them.” 

Anthony  Parillo,  director  of  CNYTF, 
defended  the  Auburn  administration,  which 
he  said  is  “100  percent  behind  the  [PEPA] 
program.  While  David  will  be  missed,  I  am 
satisfied  that  they  [the  DOC]  had  their 
reasons.  The  project  will  go  on.  You  have  to 
remember  that  this  is  a  maximum  security 
prison.  If  we  do  this  right,  we  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  something  that  has  never 
been  done  before.”  When  asked  about  the 
DOC  policy  of  isolating  PWAs,  Parillo  said 
the  administration  is  merely  responding  to 
the  perceptions  of  the  general  prison 
population.  [The  Auburn  administration’s] 
primary  concern  is  for  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  each  prisoner.  Until  a  safer  environment 
is  created  for  PWAs  and  the  burnouts  and 
murders  cease,  they  should  be  isolated. 
They  need  to  be  protected  from  the 
masses.” 

Goodgion  said  Parillo  has  been 
“coopted”  by  the  administration.  “He 
bought  into  what  the  administration  was 
telling  him  about  prisoners  and  how 
manipulative  they  are.  Remember,  prison 
administrators  are  not  gentlemen.  Prisoner- 
to-prisoner  education  undermines 
everything  they  think  about  how  prisons 
should  be  run.” 

To  urge  (he  auburn  administration  to  ac¬ 
cept  PEPA  in  its  entirety,  write  to 
Superintendent  Robert  J.  Henderson,  135 
State  St.,  Auburn,  NY  13021.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  women  with  AIDS  in  prisons, 
copies  of  GCN  Lesbian  Prisoner  Supple¬ 
ment  (Vol.  15,  No.  7)  are  available  from  the 
address  listed  below.  For  more  information 
about  the  GCN  AIDS  in  Prison  Project, 
write  to  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

filed  from  Boston  □ 
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VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

*  Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


SUSAN 

GREENWOOD, 

ACSW 

LICENSED  INDEPENDENT  CLINICAL 

SOCIAL  WORKER 

-A 

•  Consultation  •  Training  •  Clinical 
Supervision  •  Individual  and  group 
therapy  for  lesbians  •  Specializing 
in  drug/alcohol 
dependency/co-dependency 

SOUTH  SHORE 
(617)  871-4987 


617-776-5866 

Somerville,  Maas. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 

•  Small  •  Sole 

Businesses  Proprietors 

Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


S  Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
,  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  U I  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


a 

change 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


POLITICAL  JOURNAL  Of  PRAIRIE.  Fife  ORGANIZING  COMMITTEE 
Volume  XI.  No  2 _ foil  1987  $1.00 


El  .Salvador  Jm£  Qp  DECjSi0N 
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In  This  Issue: 

•  Editorial:  Stop  AIDS  Panic 

•  Sex,  Pom  &  Feminism 

•  Interview  with  FMLN/FDR 

•  Fathoming  the  Gulf  War 

•  Behind  Aquino's  Facade 

•  Talk  with  Sanctuary  workers 


$2.00/copy,  incl.  postage 
subscriptions:  4  issues/$6.00 

Check  or  money  order  to: 
John  Brown  Book  Club 
PO  Box  14422 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


SERVICES 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  .  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ (*•) 

FEBRUARY  IS  LOVERS’  MONTH 

So  why  not  celebrate  it  with  a  Gay  Community  News 
personal  ad?  Send  a  message  to  your  lover,  your 
boyfriend,  your  girlfriend,  your  secret  lust  object,  your 
last  trick...  .  Or  find  that  special  woman  or  man  with  a 
scintilating.  titilating,  seductive  description  of  your 
wildest  (or  safest)  fantasy!  And  during  February  GCN 
Personals  are  cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  first  25  words 
and  15‘  for  each  additional  word.  Headlines  are  $1.50 
for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75*  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Why  not  give  your  social  life  a  lift?  _ (30) 

MORNING  PERSON 

GWF  30  enjoy  guitar,  singing,  songwriting,  music, 
cooking,  being  outdoors,  romantic,  good  sense  of 
humor.  I  am  “out"  only  to  a  few  close  friends.  I  have 
safe  sex  history.  Looking  for  longterm  monogamous 
relat.  Picture  apprec.  Box  273. _ (27) 

STUD  CLUB  —  Variety  of  gay  male  hosts  available.  All 
scenes  explored  in  private,  luxury  apartment.  324-4140 
I0am-8pm.  (Positions  available  for  exceptional  gay 
men.) _ (29) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.)  _ (47) 

I  NEED  A  HOUSEPERSON 

Disabled  prof,  male  35  seeks  clean,  reliable,  discreet, 
obedient  person  to  assist  me  with  personal  needs,  dress¬ 
ing  etc.  Must  appear  straight  and  will  be  submissive. 
Flexible  hours,  room/board,  salary.  Happy  new  year. 
Box  272. _ (30) 

NEW  YEARS  EVE 

Sue  enjoyed  New  Years  Eve  with  you.  Hope  you  liked 
Jess’stape,  Let'sget  together  again.  K.  881-3513  (28) 

HEINE  FRAU 

Will  ya  miss  me,  baby?  Will  ya?  Will  ya?  Quaking  in  my 
shit-kickers  4U .  the  beat  p. _ '  (28) 

MEDICAL  ORPHAN 

I  am  a  lesbian  coping  with  a  chronic  neurological  illness 
that  cannot  be  diagnosed  or  treated.  If  you  know  the 
anguish  of  a  sickness  with  no  name  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  information  and  support.  Anyone  with  a  similar 
experience  please  reach  out.  GCN  Box  275. _ (32) 

CHIQUITA  AMADA 

Novia 

Te  beso  los  ojitos  que  me  reflejan, 

Acaricio  tus  manos  que  me  contienen, 
y  a  tu  oido  susurro: 

Te  amo,.Te  amo. 

Feliz  Cumpleanos! 
yo. 

_ (27) 

STEVE  D. 

Thanks  a  wicked  lot  for  your  computer  expertise  and  the 
donation  of  so  much  of  your  free  time  and  hard  work. 
Your  pals  at  GCN. _ (27) 

I  DIG  VOUS  SHERMAN  HI 

I  was  gonna 
write  a  poem 
But  I  was  tired 
so  1  went  home 

Thanks  for  the  work  on  your  computer 

This  little  message  is  from  your  you-know-what.  (27) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

CAN  YOU  OPERATE  A  STAPLER? 

or  a  copy  machine  or  a  word  processor  or  a  personal 
computer  terminal?  If  you  can  (or  would  like  to  learn 
how;  we  train!),  GCN’s  Promotions  and  Circulation 
Departments  could  use  your  skills  for  a  variety  of  office 
tasks,  ranging  from  data  entry/editing  and  record  keep¬ 
ing  to  compiling  mailing  lists  and  sending  out  sample 
issues.  Volunteering  with  GCN  is  a  great  way  to  meet 
new  people  and  to  get  involved  with  the  Boston  area  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  Sound  interesting?  Give  Dan 
Page  a  call  at  (617)  426-4469  M-F  10-5  if  you've  got 
some  time  and  energy  to  spare, _ (^) 

LEAVE  A  MESSAGE  AFTER  THE  BEEP 

GCN  needs  a  good,  operational  answering  machine  that 
not  only  takes  messages,  but  also  has  the  option  not  to 
(outgoing  announcement  only).  Call  426-4469. _ (^) 

COFFEE  CLUTCH  SEEKS  COFFEE  TABLE 

Beautify  GCN’s  lovely  reception  alcove  with  your  dona¬ 
tion  of  a  coffee  table  —  any  size  or  shape  will  do,  ebony, 
pine  or  glass,  we  take  all  kinds.  4264469. _ (**) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone! 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner's  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Thanks! _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and  file  old  photos. 
Have  fun  and  help  GCN  at  the  same  time.  Call 
Stephanie  or  Dan  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 

Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 

welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 . _ (36) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp  color 
catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown.  PO  Box  3890,  Brimfield.  MA 
01010. _ (27) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCA’  's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr- week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


Rev.  Bob  Wheatly,  M.Div. 

Counselor  —  Advisor  —  Confidant 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  02138 
1430  Mass.  Ave  —  Room  301 

617-868-2320 

Non-Sectarian  —  Values  Centered 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739  7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Cinderella  &  Cinderfella  Cleaners 

Laundry,  repairs,  windows  and  painting  too! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  &  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 

LAWYERS  NEED  SECRETARY 

Secretary  for  small  Cambridge  law  firm  on  Red  Line. 
Legal  experience  not  needed.  Good  chance  to  learn  new 
skills.  Salary  $16-518,000.  Call  492-5085  or  send  resume 
to  Kilbaner  &  Sabino,  52  Western  Avenue,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139. _ (27) 

FAMILY  ADVOCATE 

For  res.  alt.  mental  health  and  trans.  housing  programs 
—  work  with  mothers  and  children  to  assess  needs  and 
follow  up  with  services,  provide  childcare,  plan 
children’s  activities  —  access  to  car  needed,  requires  bil¬ 
ingual,  full  time  four  day  work  week  with  evening  hours; 
salary  19K  to  21K  plus  excellent  benefits.  Resumes  by 
2/8  to  Beckert,  Eliz.  Slone  House.  Box  15  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130. _ (28) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

For  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community  since  1971.  Fundraising;  fiscal  and  per¬ 
sonnel  management;  public,  media  and  government 
relations.  Requires  demonstrated  business,  political  and 
supervisory  experience;  strong  planning;  verbal  and 
written  communication  skills.  Resume,  letter  of  interest 
and  salary  history  to:  GLCS,  SEARCH  COMMITTEE, 

6  Hamilton  Place,  Suite  300,  Boston,  MA  02108.  An 
Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
Women  and  Minorities  encouraged  lo  apply. _ (28) 

SKI  COUNTRY  JOB 

Country  inn  seeks  mature  responsible  person  for 
housekeeper  position.  Job  is  year-round,  25-30  hours 
per  week.  Starting  at  $6  per  hour.  Call  Highlands  Inn  in 
Bethlehem,  NH  at  (603)  869-3978  for  an  interview.  (29) 
Legal  secretary  position  available  at  progressive  litiga¬ 
tion  firm  handling  plaintiff’s  civil  rights  and  criminal 
defense  work.  Word  processing  experience  helpful. 
Salary  based  on  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Avery  & 
Friedman,  Six  Beacon  Street,  Suite  520,  Boston,  MA 
02180. _ £7) 

Live-in,  strong,  kind,  clean,  capable,  honest,  depen¬ 
dable,  good-humored  person  to  help  with  all  personal 
care  of  disabled  but  mentally  and  verbally  alert  lady. 
Household  cleaning,  cooking  and  shopping.  Flexible 
time  off.  Love  of  animals,  drivers’  liscense.  References  a 
must.  Salary  negotiable.  2444985.  Transfers/lifting  re¬ 
quired  daily.  2  different  people  needed:  1  for  Monday 
through  Friday.  Another  for  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Own  room  in  attractive  Newton  home.  (28) 


BOSTON  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
COMMISSION/SECRETARY 


X 


X 


Responsibilities  include  clerical,  secretarial,  and  administrative  tasks:  typing,  office/ 
phone  reception,  routine  correspondence,  filing  as  well  as  special  projects.  Re¬ 
quirements:  1-2  years' office  experience  or  familiarity  with  office  procedures,  type  55-60 
wpm,  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills.  Word  processing  experience  and 
bilingual  skills  preferred  but  not  required.  Boston  residency  required.  Salary:  high  teens. 
Deadline:  resumes  by  February  8,  1988. 

Resumes  to:  Julie  Ecker,  Boston  Human  Rights  Commission,  City  Mall  Plaza, 
Room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201,  Tel.  725-3562. 

The  City  of  Boston  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


HELP  WANTED 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service  is  seeking  full-time, 
part-time  and  fce-for-service  therapists.  Requirements: 
at  minimum,  a  master's  degree  in  mental  health  field: 
familiarity  as  well  as  professional  experience  with 
nceds/issues  of  gay/lesbian  clients,  including  substance 
abuse  diagnosis  and  treatment;  committment  to 
community-oriented  mental  health  service.  Two  years 
full-time,  supervised  primary  care  experience  in 
community-oriented  setting  preferred.  For  full-time, 
responsibilities  include:  direct  service  delivery  (in¬ 
dividual,  couple,  group);  crisis  intervention;  participa¬ 
tion  in  in-service  training,  case  conferences  adn  other 
leaching  modalities;  community  outreach;  rotation  on 
emergency  service  beeper.  Base  salary:  $16,000  to 
$18,000  plus  complete  benefit  package;  40  hour  work 
week,  schedule  negotiable.  Part-time,  fee-for-scrvice 
responsibilities/compensation  negotiable.  GLCS  is  a 
non-profit,  licensed  mental  health  clinic  and  an  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  with  a  commitment  to  affir¬ 
mative  action.  WOMEN  &  PERSONS  OF  COLOR  EN¬ 
COURAGED  TO  APPLY.  Resumes  only  to:  Clinical 
Director,  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI.,  Suite  300.  Boston, 
MA  02108. _ (27) 

HIRING! 

Federal  government  jobs  in  your  area  and  overseas. 

Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or  test. 
$15-68,000.  Phone  call  refundable.  (602)  838-8885.  Ext. 
6433. _ (27) 

POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN's  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 

special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please.. .the 

spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
3214254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ (•*) 

Well-mannered  &  educated  Christian  lesbian,  39,  seek¬ 
ing  permanent  position  as  household  manager  and/or 
companion  for  single  woman  or  household  manager  for 
female  couple.  Desiring  move  to  New  England.  Send  in- 
quiries:  PO  Box  120372,  Arlington,  TX  76012-0372.  (28) 

IN  GOOD  HANDS 

Local  LF  looking  for  odd  jobs  —  graphic  layout  and 
design,  small  repairs,  housecleaning,  childcare,  patient 
care.  Do  not  hesitate  —  Let’s  negotiate.  Keep  trying. 
Sandy,  522-8153. _  (30) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

FEBRUARY  14  IS  VALENTINE’S  DAY 

Do  you  know  where  your  next 
lover/girlfriend/boyfriend/trick/obsession  is?  Find  out 
by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  Gay  Community  News!  And 
during  the  month  of  February,  GCN  Personals  are 
cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  first  25  words  (reg.  $6)  and 
15'  for  each  additional  word  (reg.  25‘).  Headlines  are 
$1 .50  for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75'  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Try  it  out;  what  do  you  have  to  lose?  (30) 


Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
FTEALTH 
CENTER 

NURSE 

PRACTITIONER 

Challenging  full-time  position 
for  nurse  practitioner  interested 
in  primary  care,  women’s 
health,  general  medicine,  and 
HIV-related  illnesses.  To  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment 
program  plus  care  for  diverse 
client  population.  Experience 
preferred;  enthusiasm  required. 

LABORATORY 

TECHNOLOGIST 

Licensed  laboratory  technologist 
needed  for  full-  or  part-time 
generalist  position,  evenings  and 
Saturdays. 

Both  positions  offer  competative 
salaries  &  full  benefits.  Excellent 
work  environment.  Send  resume 
to  Scott  Harris,  Medical  Direc¬ 
tor,  16  Haviland  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02115. 

People  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


I 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S«  per  word  lor  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25®  @  word  ($7.00  min. 

□  Business  rate;  35®  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 


■) 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x 

□  Bold  ($  1 .50  x _ 


$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 

$ _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  2 1 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  lor  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription ! 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$I5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


My  category  is: 

M  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 
)  ROOMMATE  WANTED  !  HOUSING  WANTED 

I  1  APARTMENTS  J  SUMMER  RENTALS  RF SORTS 

I  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 
[J  SERVICES  □  RIDES  MOVERS  OTHER 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

K 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  JANUARY  24-30,  1988  □  PAGE 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  M A  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

2L’s  late  20’s,  seek  3rd  roommate  to  share  warm,  cozy, 
large  home  in  Brighton.  Has  back  porch  and  parking. 
Near  “T"  275+  Avail.  ASAP.  Call  787-5195.  We  are 
animal  lovers  but  have  enough. _ (29) 

GWF  early  50’s  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apartment, 
no  drugs  or  heavy  alcohol.  Smoker  ok.  $75.00  week  in¬ 
cludes  utilites,  waterbed,  bureau.  References  Fitchburg 
P.O.  Box  170 _ (28) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  -  S.  END 

Close  to  Copley.  Room  for  rent  at  $450.00  a  month. 
Good,  considerate  person  wanted.  Call  424-8643.  Ask 
for  Paul  or  Deborah. _ (27) 

BEACON  HILL  -  S.  RUSSELL  ST. 

($425.00  Avail  Feb  1)  Large,  cozy  3  bed,  2  bath,  2  floor. 
Prof.  M  looking  for  2  rmts  to  share.  2  wkg  frplc,  Ig. 
liv/din  w.  mod.  kit.  Lkg  for  mature,  resp  non-smkr’s  to 
enjoy  modern  apt.  in  outgoing  and  friendly  atmos.  Call 
Chris  *  742-4377,  Msg. _ (27) 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  large  Mission  Hill  apt.  Nice  place, 
conv.  to  T,  rent  control.  No  smoke,  co-op,  pets  o.k. 
$175-+  call  Kali  or  Debbie  739-1568. _ (28) 

FRAMINGHAM 

Professional  GM,  26,  seeks  honest,  professional  GM  to 
share  2  BR  apt  $330  +  ,  (Heat  Included)  Close  to  RT  9 
and  Pike.  Available  February  1st  (Flexible).  Nonsmok- 
ing.  Call  Gary  875-8766. _ (27) 

2  GM  seek  M  or  F  to  share  house  in  Milton  on  Red  line. 

Quiet,  radical  politics,  no  drugs.  $400  incl.  util. 
698-9742. _ (27) 

LF  nonsmoker  seeks  gay  or  lesbian  individual  to  share 
spacious  2br  Somerville  apt.  Humor,  furniture  desired. 
Parking  on  street,  near  T.  $350+  Avail.  Jan  15th. 
623-6866.  Eves.  495-0950.  Days, _ (27) 

Two  professional  women  seeking  room  or  small  living 
space  to  rent  for  a  few  days  each  month  in  Cambrige  or 
Boston.  Contact  GCN  Box  274. _ (29) 

BOSTON  ON  D-LINE 

I  LF  looking  for  roomaic.  For  2  bedroom,  2  bath  con¬ 
do.  Want  someone  over  35,  non-smoker,  no  pets,  who  is 
comfortable  communicating  her  limits.  Room  has  fur¬ 
niture  but  negotiation  is  possible.  Please,  call  late  even¬ 
ing  10  to  II  pm  and  leave  message  if  I’m  not  home. 
$4U0/mo  4-  utilities.  734-191 1 . _ (27) 

TRY  US.  YOU’LL  LIKE  US 

Beautiful  JP  apartment.  2LFs  seek  third.  Drug,  smoke, 
alcohol  free.  Yard,  w/d  wood  floors.  Call  for  details: 
Lisa  (discreet)  at  work  495-1574  or  home  522-2921. 
—  267+ _ (27) 

jAMAICA  PLAIN 

1  I  38  seeks  mature  resp.  LF  for  beaut.,  spacious  6 Vi  rm 
condo.  Safe  neighborhood,  steps  from  Arboretum,  T 
and  shooping.  Non-smkr,  no  pets.  $500  includes  util. 
524-2261. _ (27) 

Masculine  GM  30  musician.  Mass  native  looking  for  1/2 
friendly,  considerate,  roommates  and  comfortable, 
relaxed  home,  longterm,  w/parking.  128/495  area,  may 
consider,  NH/VT  Rl.  Gall  Ian  before  10pm,  789-4001. 
_ (27) 

F.  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non- 
« heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+. 
C  all  Anne  666- 1267. _ (27) 

I  I  29,  writer,  editor,  seeks  F  25  +  for  gorgeous  6  room 
apartment.  10  minutes  to  Harvard  Square.  No  smoker, 
no  pets.  Wood  floors,  fireplace,  sunny,  quiet.  $325  + 
reasonable  heat  Short  term  possible.  924-5172. _ (27) 

3  LF's/bi  seek  I  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 

Have  I  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250 +,  491-4005. _ (27) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1.  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hsc.  Ig  yd,  w  d.  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
*  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367. _ (27) 

LF  29  seeks  woman  to  share  lovely  2  bedroom  apt.  in 
Concord.  Avail,  immed.  No  smoke,  no  drink.  S400+  . 
Call  Becky  369-1879, _ (27) 

CAMBRIDGE/BELMONT  LINE 

Two  friends  seek  third  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  on  second 
floor  of  house.  Two  Blocks  to  Harvard  Square  T. 
Fireplace,  piano,  w/d.  Lots  of  storage  space.  $365  +  . 
Sue  or  Noly  489-23 1 3 . _ (27) 

GM  seeks  same  for  modern  clean  home  in  Franklin. 
Three  minutes  to  South  Station  commuter  train  or 
1-495.  Quiet  neighborhood.  No  tobacco  or  drugs.  Pets 
OR  $300  includes  utilities.  520-3876. _ (27) 

LF  22  needs  roommate  for  Somerville  apt.  for  2  I  88. 
5-room,  2-bedroom,  $325  +  .  Grad,  student  with  2  cats 
(no  more  pets)  seeks  fun,  friendly,  indep.  I  F.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  623-5465. _ (27) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

BRIDGEWATER 

LF  Grad,  student  seeks  room  or  house  to  share  in  area  or 
South  Shore.  Quiet,  non-smoking,  responsible.  Call  Sheila. 
477-6490.  Let’s  talk. _ (27) 

APARTMENTS 

CAPE  COD  -  MASHPEE 

4  room  apartment  -  pond  view.  Lease,  no'pets.  $550  in¬ 
cludes  utilities.  First,  last  and  security.  Call  owner 
1-477-9805  (leave  message). _ (27) 

Dorchester  6  rm  2bdrm  1st  fir  remod  kitch/bath  washer 
hkup  new  systems  porch  gas  stv/ht  wtr  oil  heat  safe 
secure  owner  occ  bldg  $600/mo  no  ult  inc.  282-1196 
weekday  eves  only. _  (27) 

REAL  ESTATE 

Seasonal  2Bdrm  cottage,  kitchen,  living  room  with 
fireplace,  100’  waterfrontage  with  spectacular  mountain 
view.  2  hrs  N/W  of  Boston  in  Rindge,  NH.  $139,900 
neg.  Call  (603)  654-2884, _ (29) 

VACATIONS 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restaurants.  Weekly  or  monthly 
rates,  call  John,  899-0388.  (27) 

LADY  JANE'S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 
Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  'round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  en¬ 
trances  and  free  parking.  Continental  breakfasts,  com¬ 
mon  area  with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central 
Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657, _ (27) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK  ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  I  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winlhrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (30) 


PUBLICATIONS 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 

_ (15.20) 


C3 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

O 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<- 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

~JZ 

236-1848 

FOR  SALE 

Spc!  List  One  Winter  Spring  1988  +  postpaid  special 
publications  co.  Mell  Greene  P.O.  Box  5727  Boston, 
Mass.  02114,  USA.  Forward  with  the  mail  storm.  (28) 

ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax -deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library,  info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 

_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info, _ (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL.  ALUM! 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ (38) 

COUPLES,  INC. 

We  organized  The  Wedding  at  the  March  on 
Washington.  If  you  are  in  a  committed  relationship,  or 
ever  will  be,  than  we’re  working  for  your  rights.  P.O. 
Box  13323,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90013.  (213)550-7549.  (27) 


fliwrmmTS 

*  vj  gukst  Rcxm^ 

Xi  (617)  487-3232 

104  Bradford  Street 
J)^^^rovmcetow^M|^02657 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ ‘ _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1:  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon.  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIANdndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  iniernational 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.I001 1 _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  nalional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars .  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .{area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


I  would  like  to  place  myself  in  your  friendship 
bulletin.  I’m  26  and  interested  in  an  honest  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  woman  who  knows  what  she 
wants.  Please  write.  Deirdre  ROGERS,  25705 
(HU-2,  226),  Box  213022,  Stockton  CA  95213 

Gay  female,  25,  would  like  to  correspond  with 
other  gay  and  bi-females  in  the  free  world. 
Valerie  Jean  FUENTES,  Box  7007,  Carson  City 
NV  89701 _ 

I  am  seeking  open-minded  women  to  share  a  lit¬ 
tle  of  their  freedom  with  me.  More  than 
anything  I  need  a  friend.  Denise  PARKER, 
A152035— Box  236,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 

COPYING  anyone? 

There  are  some  legal  and  other  materials  that 
are  very  valuable  to  prisoners  and  we  never  see 
(donated)  enough  of  them  to  send  inside;  so  if 
you  have  some  access  to  copying  privileges  and 
would  like  to  do  some,  call  Mike  at  GCN: 

426-4469.  _ 

I  am  writing  a  book  called  ‘The  Truth  about 
Human  Sexuality’  which  1  hope  will  help  people 
everywhere  gain  an  understanding  and  accep¬ 
tance  of  themselves  and  others,  including  les¬ 
bians,  gay  males,  gay/lesbian  youth,  bisexuals 
and  straits.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you 
readers  about  your  experience  with  self- 
acceptance,  how  this  has  been  affected  by  AIDS  w 

and  by  the  situation  where  you  live.  Sam  James  —  ■ 

MARTZ,  47755,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 


I  find  myself  being  really  dogged  due  to  the  fact 
that  I  am  a  lesbian.  I  get  write-ups  [disciplinary 
reports]  that  are  not  in  the  least  bit  true.  1  sure 
could  use  some  help  and  words  of  encourage¬ 
ment.  Diana  MOIZE,  109361,  3881  Stewart 
Lane,  Nashville  TN  37218. 


1 

1 
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IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


JOSE  CASTRO  gol  so  many  letters  he  hasn’t 
1  got  enough  postage  to  answer  them  all.  He  will 
■  do  his  best  to  get  back  to  those  who  may  he  able 
|  to  help  him  get  out.  THANKS  MUCH 
(readers)! 


“That  FAG  better  not  move  any  more  of  his 
nigger  lovers  in  his  cell...”  —  this  is  the  message 
I’m  getting  now,  more  loudly  than  ever  (and 

they  won’t  move  me  off  this  racist  cellblock).  __  _  —  —  —  iGK 

Loneliness  is  getting  to  be  my  worst  enemy.  I 
know  I’m  not  the  only  one  in  this  kind  of  situa 
tion.  Can  we  talk?  Danny  STEVENS,  35832 
PO  Box  2500,  Lincoln  NE  68502. 


! 


1  am  looking  for  a  patient  and  understanding 
penpal  to  write.  Conrad  HAMMAN, 
147496—1303,  PO  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  FL 
33825. _ 

I’m  a  bi-male  looking  for  a  friend  of  any  race  or 
age.  I’m  good  looking  with  a  soft  hairy  chest 
and  will  exchange  photos.  (Also  TV-TS-SMs). 
Calvin  Lee  SELF,  C-351233,  500  Orange  Ave 
Circle,  Belle  Glade  FL  33430. _ 

I'm  Black  and  a  transvestite  (queen),  a  college 
grad,  and  my  hobbies  include  writing,  reading, 
music,  designing  apparel,  some  sports  (but  not 
the  rough  ones);  and  my  goals  are  to  start 
design  and  sell  my  own  line  of  fashions.  Tracy 
SMITH-NOVACK,  47794,  ASPC-T  Santa  Rita 
(l-B-8),  10,000  South  Wilmont,  Tucson  AZ 
85338, _ _ 

I'd  like  to  have  the  extreme  pleasure  of  writing 
and  possibly  meeting  young  slender  Queens, 
TVs,  TSs.  If  interested  write  Mark 
CHAMBERLAIN,  1300  Western  Blvd,  Raleigh 
NC  27606. _ 

Hello!  I’m  a  TS  seeking  love  and  respect  (possi¬ 
ble  romance)  with  a  man  out  there  in  the  “free 
world".  I’m  very  femm  and  good  hearted.  Let’s 
get  to  know  one  another!  Deedee  GODFREY, 
909602,  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362 


If  there  is  someone  out  there  that  would  care  to 
write  a  gay  prisoner.  I’m  32,  looks  don’t  mat¬ 
ter,  verv  caring,  and  can’t  write  other  prisoners. 
Robert  HOLT,  080912,  Box  1100,  Avon  Park 
FL  33825.  


4 


I’m  bisexual  and  proud  of  it.  I  enjoy  skiing 

(both  water  and  snow),  a  little  song  and  wine, 
and  some  intimacy  would  be  nice.  James 
Rodney  CODY,  257061,  Box  520  (H-1-1MU), 
Walla  Walla  WA  99362.  


I’m  originally  from  BOSTON  and  admire  GCN 

very  much.  Please  place  this  ad  for  me.  30  yrs 
old,  handsome,  hairy,  lonely  —  would  love  to 
hear  from  gay  men,  TVs,  TSs  etc.  Mark 
DICKENS,  199-446,  Box  511,  Columbus  OH 
43216.  _ 


Gay  man,  29,  interested  in  writing  other  gay 
men.  Can  write  to  some  prisoners.  I  have 
several  interests.  Any  age  or  race  welcome. 
Michael  RATHBONE,  33569,  Box  2800,  Lin¬ 
coln  NE  68502. 


I’m  an  undercover  queen  who  until  recently  has 
been  happy  with  a  steady  guy  except  that  now 
he  has  been  transferred.  Need  warm  gentle 
masculine  man  who  will  satisfy  my  inner  secret 
need  for  cocks.  David  S1ELER,  178-474,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Gay  nympho,  very  lonely,  needing  penpals. 
I  Love  sex,  rock  ’n  roll  and  sexy  letters.  Mike 
8  PEACHES,  46727,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS 
67504. 


I’m  originally  from  the  North  Shore  of  Boston 
(Salem-Beverly-Danvers)  and  would  love  to 
hear  from  some  caring  gay  guys  out  there.  Who 
knows?  I  may  be  lucky  and  find  my  dream 
come  true!  John  BETTENCOURT,  54192,  Box 
629.  Florence  AZ  85232. 
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23  SATURDAY  TO 
2  TUESDAY 


29  Friday  □  I  know  you  like  my  hairdo,  but 
am  I  Politically  Correct?  Find  out  at  the 
Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 
workshop.  See  listing  below. 


23  Saturday 

North  Dartmouth  □  “Bargaining  for  childcare,”  a 

conference  on  successful  unioh  strategies  to  gain 
employer-supported  childcare  benefits.  Visual  and 
Performing  Arts  Bldg,  SMU.  8:30am-3:30pm.  $15  (in¬ 
cludes  lunch).  Info:  Labor  Education  Cente'r,  999-8007. 

Somerville  □  Episodes  4  and  5  of  “Two  in 
Twenty,”  a  lesbian  soap  opera  on  video,  at  the  Somer¬ 
ville  Theater,  Davis  Square.  8pm,  doors  open  at  7. 
Wheelchair  accessible  except  bathrooms.  Open  caption¬ 
ed  for  the  hearing  impaired,  with  ASL-interpreted  an¬ 
nouncements.  $10  if  purchased  in  advance;  $12  at  door. 
Info:  625-1081;  254-3107  (TTY). 

Boston  □  Militant  Labor  Forum  presents  a  panel  discus¬ 
sion:  "Haiti  —  The  Struggle  for  Freedom.” 

Pathfinder  Bookstore,  605  Mass.  Ave.,  corner  Shawmut 
St.  Wheelchair  accessible.'  $2  suggested.  7:30pm.  Info: 
247-6772. 

Allston  □  Double  Edge  Theatre  and  the  Women  in 
Theatre  Festival  present  Czech  artist  Alena  Ambrova 
in  the  Electra  Festival  of  experimental  solo  performance. 
Double  Edge  Theatre,  5  St.  Luke's  Rd.  8pm.  $12.  Info: 
254-4228. 

Cambridge  □  “Animal  Rights/Feminism;  Making 
Connections."  Connie  Salamone  presents  slide 
show/discussion  of  the  oppression  of  animals,  women, 
indigenous  peoples,  the  earth.  Sponsored  by  ANIMA. 
186  Hampshire  St.  (Basement).  8pm.  Free. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  “Shabbat  Study.” 

Leam  and  have  fun  at  the  same  time.  1 0am.  Call 
782-8894  for  location. 

24  Sunday 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown  and  surrounding  communities  monthly 
potluck.  Newcomers  inviced.  7pm.  Info:  Chuck  926-5985 
or  Chelle  489-2519. 

Allston  □  Double  Edge  Theatre  and  the  Women  in 
Theatre  Festival  present  “An  Evening  of  Dance," 
featuring  Kei  Takei  (Japan)  and  Uttara  Asha  Coorawala 
(India)  in  the  Electra  Festival  of  experimental  solo  perfor¬ 
mance.  Double  Edge  Theatre,  5  St.  Luke's  Rd.  8pm.  $12. 
Info:  254-4228 

Cambridge  □  Girth  8i  Mirth  of  New  England  spon¬ 
sors  bowling  at  Lanes  and  Games  (end  of  the  Red  Line  in 
Cambridge).  4pm.  Info:  Joe  (926-5827)  or  Reed 
(566-6530). 

Brighton  ]  Demo  at  Bernard  Law's  house  for  right  to 
privacy  for  women,  gays,  lesbians.  Sponsored  by  Mid¬ 
dlesex  NOW  and  Mass  ACT  OUT.  Outside  2121  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  12  noon- 1  pm.  Info:  David,  536-7160 

Boston  .  J  “Boston’s  Other  Voice”  presents  Steven 
Levine  and  Knss  Renn  of  the  Freedom  Trail  Band. 
WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 


25  Monday 

Boston  □  An  Introduction  to  Boston  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  a  3-hour  class  led  by  Gordon  Gottlieb  and 
khea  Becker.  Sign  up  by  1/22.  $25.  Info:  Boston  Center 
for  Adult  Education,  267-4430. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  on  racism.  The 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Info: 
354-8807.  (TTY/voice). 

Waltham  □  Introductory  meeting  for  volunteers  in¬ 
terested  in  hotline/shelter  training  for  The  Support 
Committee  for  Battered  Women.  Call  891-0724  for 
more  info. 

26  Tuesday 

Boston  □  ACT-UP  (AIDS  Coalition  To  Unleash 
Power)  action  planned  at  Health  and  Human  Services 
FDA  Headquarters  (JFK  Building,  City  Hall  Plaza).  Pro¬ 
test  the  red  tape-  thwarting  release  of  promising  new 
AIDS  treatment  drugs.  4:30-6:30pm.  For  info  and  plann¬ 
ing  meetings,  call  492-2887  (49-ACT-UP). 

Boston  □  Ecumenical  healing  service  for  AIDS. 

For  PWAs,  families,  loved  ones  and  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty.  Sponsored  by  Church  of  the  Covenant  and  the 
Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS.  ASL-interpreted. 
Reception  following.  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  St.  (at  Berkeley  St.).  7:30pm.  Info:  Church  of, 
the  Covenant,  266-7480. 

27  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  about  sexuality  from  a 
late  teen  perspective  with  students  from  the  Greater- 
Boston  Student  Advisory  Council.  High-school  teens  en¬ 
couraged  to  listen  and  call  in.  "Say  it  Sister!"  WMBR 
88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Project  Place  Hotline,  nation's  oldest 
crisis  intervention,  information/referrals  hotline,  is 
holding  a  free  orientation  meeting  for  potential 
volunteers.  32  Rutland  St.,  South  End.  6:30pm. 

Waltham  □  Introductory  meeting  for  volunteers  in¬ 
terested  in  hotline/shelter  training  at  The  Support 
Commitee  for  Battered  Women.  For  more  info  call 
891-0724. 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project.  New  England 
chapter  meets  to  plan  Boston  visit  of  the  AIDS  quilt 
(June  17-18)  and  to  coordinate  making  new  panels. 
Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall.  7pm.  Info:  David 
Waight,  323-9747. 

28  Thursday 

Boston  New  England  Coalition  Against  Sur¬ 
rogacy  presents  "Women  for  Rent  —  Babies  for  Sale: 
Baby  M  and  Beyond”  with  speakers  Gena  Corea,  George 
Annas,  and  Jean  Brumbaugh.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL- 
interpreted.  UMass  Boston,  Downtown  Campus,  100 
Arlington  St..  Room  222.  7:30pm.  Free,  donations 
welcome. 


Cambridge  □  Marcie  Boyd,  feminist 
singer/songwriter/satirist  at  Passim,  47  Palmer  St. 
8:30pm.  $5.  Info:  646-4381. 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  □  Mass.  Council  on  the  Arts  and 
Humanities  holds  a  general  orientation  workshop  to 
give  the  cultural  community  an  opportunity  to  comment 
on  its  programs.  Boston  Public  Library,  666  Boylston  St. 
9:30am-2pm.  Info:  727-3688. 

29  Friday 

Springfield  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 

presents  a  workshop  on  "SF&F  and  Political  Correct¬ 
ness”  at  the  New  England  Science  Fiction  Association's 
convention,  Boskone  25,  through  1/31.  Info:  Gaylaxians, 
P.O.  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  “I  Celebrate  Because  I  Am  Black,"  a 

dance  performance  by  the  Cle  Douglas  Dance  Theatre  in 
celebration  of  Martin  Luther  King  Day  and  Black  History 
Month.  At  the  Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659 
Centre  St.  Wheel-chair  accessible.  8pm.  $6  (also  Jan.  30). 
Info:  524-3816. 

30  Saturday 

Dorchester  □  The  Women’s  Center  presents 

“Children  in  Our  Lives:  A  Conference  About  Les¬ 
bians,  Children  and  Our  Communities.”  Keynote 
address  by  Angela  Bowen;  panels,  workshops  for  adults 
and  children.  UMass/Boston,  Harbor  Campus.  9am-5pm. 
$18  lunch  included;  more  if/less  if.  Info:  Women’s 
Center,  354-8807 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  elections.  Important  that  all 
members  come  and  register  their  opinions  by  voting. 
Our  interim  Steering  Committee  term  has  expired. 
Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Northeastern  University  Law  School 
Chapter  of  the  National  Lawyer’s  Guild  presents  an 
evening  of  radical  camp  and  dance  to  the  United  Fruit 
Company  and  local  band  Red  Rhino,  to  benefit  a  legal 
services  clinic  in  Nicaragua.  Firehouse/Multicultural  Arts 
Center,  659  Centre  St.  8:30pm-lam  $5  donation  re¬ 
quested  at  door.  Info:  354-8515. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  "I  Celebrate  Because  I  Am  Black,"  a 
dance  performance  by  the  Cle  Douglas  Dance  Theatre. 
(See  Jan  29  for  details.) 

Somerville  Mount  Holyoke  College  Lesbian 
Reunion.  8pm.  Info:  Donna,  868-0117;  Nancy, 
625-7247. 


31  Sunday 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  Disc  Party/ "Tea 
Dance."  The  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St.  6-IOpm.  $1 
before  7pm,  $2  after.  21  or  older. 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice”  presents  Steve 
Carson,  minister  of  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  WROR  98.5FM  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

New  Bedford  □  New  Bedford  AGLAS  holds  board 
elections  and  shows  video  of  the  March  on  Washington. 
YWCA  Standish  House,  20  S.  6th  St.  7pm.  Info:  Lisa, 
999-3255. 

February  I  Monday 

Boston  □  Black  History  Month  at  the  Boston  Public 
Library  begins  with  the  films  "A  Portrait  of  Mura 
Dehjn,”  a  cinematic  record  of  the  choreographer's  life 
and  work,  and  "Jazz  Dance  from  the  Turn-of-the- 
Century  to  1950."  Part  of  the  film  series  "The  Spirit 
Moves:  A  History  of  Black  Social  Dance  on  Film 
1900-1986,"  through  2/22.  Rabb  Lecture  Hall,  Boston 
Public  Library,  666  Boylston  St.  6:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
536-5400  x3 16. 

2  Tuesday 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  Forum  Series 

continues  with  “Individual  and  Group  Treatment  of  IV 
Drug  Addicts  Dealing  with  AIDS  Concerns,”  Maria 
Simoes,  presenter.  Mass.  Mental  Health  Center  Chapel, 
74  Fenwood  Rd.  7-8:30pm.  Info:  Jay  Warren,  735-4613 
(days). 

National  Calendar 

January  30  □  Los  Angeles  □  Women  of  Color  fun¬ 
draiser  dance  for  the  February  National  Black  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Conference  (see  below).  For  details  call  Katrice  J. 
Jackson  at  (213)  464-7400  x205. 

February  12-14  □  Los  Angeles  □  National  Black 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Conference  sponsored  by  the  Los 

Angeles  chapter  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together  and 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays.  The 
theme  is  "Leadership!  What  have  we  learned!  What  can 
we  share!"  Focus  areas  are  "Creating  and  Strengthening 
Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Institutions,"  “Building  a 
Stronger  Political  Voice."  "The  Quality  of  Life  and  Rela¬ 
tionships,"  "Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Enterprises  and 
Financial  Stability,"  and  "AIDS!  What  Does  it  Mean  to 
Black  Gays  and  Lesbians!”  The  registration  fee  is  $70;  a 
limited  number  of  scholarships  are  available  to  people 
with  AIDS  and  special  needs.  For  more  info,  write 
NCBLG,  PO  Box  29812,  L.A.,  CA  90027  or  call  (213) 
664-4716  or  (213)  667-2549. 

CALENL.  .3,  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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CORAL  GABLES,  FL  —  Dan  Bradley, 
Miami  lawyer  and  gay  activist,  died  Jan.  8  of 
complications  from  AIDS.  Bradley,  47,  was 
best  known  for  having  served  from  1979  to 
1981  as  president  of  the  Legal  Services  Cor¬ 
poration,  the  independent,  federally  spon¬ 
sored  agency  which  funds  legal  representa¬ 
tion  for  the  poor.  In  1982  after  leaving  the 
agency,  he  came  out  as  a  gay  man  in  an  arti¬ 
cle  on  the  front  page  of  the  New  York 
Times.  At  that  time  he  was  the  highest- 
ranking  federal  official  ever  to  publicly  an¬ 
nounce  his  homosexuality. 

Bradley  was  born  in  south  Georgia,  or¬ 
phaned  at  the  age  of  five,  and  grew  up  in  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Children’s  Home.  He 
received  his  undergraduate  and  law  degrees 
from  Mercer  University  in  Macon,  Georgia. 
He  began  work  for  the  federal  legal  services 
programs  in  1967,  providing  legal  aid  to 
migrant  farmers  in  Belle  Glade,  Florida. 
After  holding  a  variety  of  posts  in  legal  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Atlanta  and  San  Francisco 
regional  offices  and  in  Washington  (as  well 
as  a  brief  stint  as  Florida  Racing  Commis¬ 
sioner  under  Reuben  Askew),  he  was 
appointed  to  head  the  Legal  Services  Cor¬ 
poration  by  President  Jimmy  Carter. 

When  Ronald  Reagan  became  president 
in  1980,  one  of  his  major  priorities  was  to 
abolish  federal  legal  aid  for  the  poor. 
However,  the  administration  left  Carter  ap¬ 
pointees,  including  Bradley,  in  place  to 
preside  over  the  demise  of  the  agency. 
Bradley  spent  the  first  year  of  the  Reagan 
administration  lobbying  Congress  to  con¬ 
tinue  funding  the  program.  When  Congress 
authorized  funding  for  three  more  years  — 
in  one  of  the  few  early  defeats  of  the  Reagan 
administration  —  Bradley  was  given  much 
of  the  credit  for  saving  Legal  Services. 

Bradley  and  other  Carter  appointees  were 
fired  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  1981.  Three  mon¬ 
ths  later  on  March  31,  1982,  the  New  York 
Times  published  its  front  page  article  with 
the  headline  “Homosexual  Takes  Leave  of 
Agency  and  Lifetime  of  Agony.”  Soon 
after.  Harper’s  Magazine  published  a  long 
and  detailed  account  of  Bradley’s  struggles 
with  his  sexuality  and  his  coming  out.  After 
a  stint  on  the  talk  and  interview  show  cir¬ 
cuit,  Bradley  returned  to  Miami  to  practice 
law.  He  was  active  in  Dade  County  gay 
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Carter  appointment  spent  most  of 
his  professional  life  in  the  closet 

By  Neil  Miller 


politics,  on  the  board  of  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  and  chaired  the  American 
Bar  Association’s  committee  on  gay  rights. 
As  a  person  with  AIDS,  he  spoke  at  the 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  in  October. 

When  I  interviewed  Dan  Bradley  almost  a 
year  ago  for  a  book  I  am  writing  on  gay  and 
lesbian  life  in  the  U.S.,  he  had  already  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  A  kind,  gentle  man 
who  spoke  with  a  warm  Southern  drawl  and 
painstaking  detail,  he  still  gave  the  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  poverty  lawyer  he  once  was.  In 
talking  with  him,  it  seemed  that  the  conflict 
between  continuing  public  service  and  com¬ 
ing  out  as  a  gay  person  deminated  his  life  for 
many  years.  He  said  that  by  1976,  after 
finally  accepting  his  sexuality,  he  wanted  to 
go  home  to  Miami  to  practice  law  and  lead 
an  openly  gay  life.  But  public  life  still 
beckoned  and  one  post  after  the  next  was  of¬ 
fered  him  —  the  Racing  Commission  job, 
the  position  as  president  of  Legal  Services  — 
and  he  found  himself  unable  to  refuse.  To 
accept  these  jobs,  though,  he  had  to  remain 
in  the  closet.  “If  I  had  attempted  to  be  open¬ 
ly  gay  in  the  Carter  administration,  I  would 
have  been  gone  before  sunset,”  he  said.  But 
with  each  new  position,  the  personal 
frustration  of  being  in  the  closet  became  less 
and  less  bearable.  When  Reagan  was 
elected,  Bradley  said  he  was  “grinning  from 
ear  to  ear”  —  he  could  finally  go  home  and 
practice  law  and  be  openly  gay. 

When  he  finally  did  leave  public  life  and 
come  out,  he  was  not  disappointed.  “1 
know  I  would  never  have  been  able  to  do 
some  of  the  things  I  had  done,  had  I  been 
openly  gay,”  he  said.  “But  I  used  to  say  to 
my  closeted  gay  friends,  “If  you  could  just 
taste  the  moment  of  liberation,  just  smell 
the  feeling  of  acceptance  and  honesty,  no 
one  would  stay  in  the  closet.’  There  is  no 
job,  there  is  no  family,  there  is  no  material 
asset,  there  is  no  political  office,  there  is 
nothing  that  is  worth  the  feeling  1  used  to 
feel  of  being  in  the  closet.” 
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